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This series is also an oases community learning offering!

Melbourne Conversations about Community Development
The organisers of these conversations share a strong feeling that there is a great and urgent need to re-capture the meaning and re-invigorate the practice of Community Development in the Garden State… and given the number and depth of challenges we face as communities, societies and as a planetary commons, now is the time!
Looking back over the last two decades, the story of CD in Victoria represents a mixture of open assault, gradual retreat, incorporation, assimilation and instrumentalisation, transforming its original ideological, political and emancipatory orientations and promises into their virtual opposite. The 90s virtually wiped out the entire financial and relational infrastructure of and for Community Development in Victoria; the commercialisation of Tertiary Education – both TAFE and Universities – (economic) rationalised and otherwise defunded it in our professional education programs. Academic ‘debates’ about CD - initially rather on the adversarial side – somehow stifled, attempting to incorporate some of the newer and more fashionable labels – community ‘engagement’, empowerment, social capital, capacity building, etc - to eventually become rather silent or – together with the courses of which they were part – disappear entirely from the academic discourse. Whilst we still hold conferences, they seem neatly split between the triumphalism of ‘communities in control’ (thanks to philanthropy?) and attempts at keeping connected with the waxing and waning of emerging ‘new’ and briefly fashionable items (risk society, human rights…), rather than continue to focus on examine the praxis of community development itself.
This series of discussions and conversations will attempt to re-establish a local, independent and public discourse about community development; the conversations intend to both (re-)introduce central themes of the ‘craft’ and ‘praxis’ of community development and will invite conversation, generate ongoing discussion and will – hopefully - mobilise networks and spread throughout our organisations and media.
All four conversations will be held at AVI (Australian Volunteers International), 88 Kerr Street, Fitzroy from 5:30 till 7:30 p.m.; we hope that participants will join us afterwards for dinner, somewhere in Brunswick Street. A gold coin (or whatever you can afford) would be appreciated to cover costs.
More information? Call NCQ at 9819 3239 or write to ncq@borderlands.org.au 
Wednesday 19th May – 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Jim Ife: Community Development, Ecology and the Post-Copenhagen Blues
For many people, the failure of the Copenhagen talks represented a devastating blow to their hopes for a viable, ecologically sustainable future world. It has led to disillusion, cynicism and feelings of powerlessness to affect the future. For others, it represents the predictable inability of nation states to act in the global interest and the inevitable failure of traditional politics to address the key issue of the century, thereby opening up a space for alternative politics; though what form these alternatives might take we can barely glimpse. The cynical manipulation of the discourse by climate change "sceptics" (representing powerful vested interests) is at the same time a familiar story and a new and urgent challenge, threatening the future of humanity. How can communities prepare for the coming crisis, what are the opportunities that may emerge (if indeed times of crisis are times of opportunity) and what are the possibilities for creative community development practice?
Wednesday 21st July - 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Peter Westoby: Dialogical Community Development – restoring community.
Peter presently lectures at Queensland Uni. after many years working overseas and in local community-based ‘alternative’ initiatives. Co-author of ‘Dialogical Community Development: With depth, solidarity and hospitality’ (2009, Tafina Press), Peter will introduce participants to the ‘heart/hand/head’ (and feet) praxis which went into the construction of the dialogical approach. He will elucidate how CD praxis in Queensland has historically distinguished itself from the more ‘common’ ways of ‘doing’ and ‘thinking’ CD elsewhere in Australia, away from a narrow and self-defeating focus on ‘top down – bottom up’ paradigms (however important these also are in emancipatory, participatory, consciousness-raising processes…).
Saturday 4th September – 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Budd Hall: Community-University partnerships and the ‘Knowledge Commons’.
Delivering one of the keynotes at the September ALARA World Congress in Melbourne and working at the University of Victoria in BC, Canada, in CD and International CD, Budd agreed to arrive a few days early and share his ideas about Community-University Research Partnerships and Engagement. He will also share his thoughts about his work on the development of a “Knowledge Commons”, based on his long-standing experiences in Participatory Action Research in Africa and Canada.
Wednesday 17th November - 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Sue Kenny: Disasters and Emergencies: a role for Community Development?
Sue – well-known local academic, author and researcher from Deakin University – has been involved in the recovery efforts in Aceh after the tsunami and has witnessed a variety of more or less adequate response, both those involving communities and those which did not. The recent bushfires in Victoria have equally seen rather different ways in which communities have responded and – unfortunately – have been ignored in the recovery. Sue will explore possible roles for Community Development in the context of local and state efforts at recovery.
