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Quote of this issue:  

It will be a great day when our 
schools get all the money they 
need and the air force has to 

hold a bake sale to buy a 
bomber.  

Post Graduate Program  

(accredited Master’s Degree)  

in Integrative and Transformative Studies  

“Innovative - in content, organisation and methodologies.  

Provocative - challenging at every level.  

Engaging - with myself, with others and with the  

community. A deep, rich and holistic experience”  
(quote from current participant). 
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Critical Pedagogy and Participatory Learning for Social Transformation:  
The Role of Higher Education 
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COOKING WITH A CONSCIOUS  

‘The Conscious Cook’ explores the connection between Food and Sustainability 
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The Common Wealth Network for People-Centred Development is pleased to announce the launch of the 
COMMACT Solidarity Partnerships Program.  
 

The COMMACT Solidarity Partnerships Program seeks to establish practical and ongoing collaboration    
efforts between not-for-profit organisations in developed nations with on the ground organisations in           
developing nations. A core element of the proposed partnerships is for partnering organisations to help each 
other develop the effectiveness of their on the ground practice in People-Centred Development.  
 

COMMACT is currently planning a COMMACT International Conference  

to be held in Brisbane, from 28-30 October this year.  

                                              The overarching Conference theme will be:  
 

Advancing People-Centred Development -  

Constructing sustainable alternatives from the Grassroots.         

 

 

Email: commact@ja.com.au 

Tel: +61 3 9349 3699 

Web: www.commact.com 
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BEYOND SORRY 
 

The Federal Government’s formal apology to the Stolen Generations was a significant and moving event, a       
symbolic lifting of the mean spiritedness that has been a hallmark of the past 11 years. The new Federal            
Government has also promised to endorse the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples and the        
substantive issues of Treaty and constitutional changes are back on the agenda. However, while the new          
Government has set itself and our nation quite specific tasks by which to move forward, many of the key           
objections to the NT intervention, voiced by the Aboriginal people most effected, remain largely unchanged. 
 

The appearance of something happening makes it difficult to argue that many of the fundamental demands 
that have been made by Indigenous peoples over the last 200 years are in fact not being addressed. It also    
creates challenges in engaging the community in action: there is a view that reconciliation is ‘done’ – we need 
to continue to focus on what more needs to be done. Foremost of these is the acknowledgement of              
sovereignty. Issues like land rights, self-determination and respect for Indigenous cultures for example, now 
risk being lost altogether in the minds of the majority of non-Indigenous people. It becomes ever more        
important that we find ways to ensure that these    issues stay firmly on the agenda, and that we don’t lose 
track of past and current injustices. The latest Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Social     
Justice Report provides detailed information on the state of Indigenous rights in Australia (see 
www.hreoc.gov.au/social_justice/index.html). Unfortunately, there is still a tendency to polarise the       
movement by pitting practical and symbolic actions against one another. Indigenous organisations argue, and 
a range of national and international evidence points to, the fact that land rights, self-determination and an end 
to racism are the necessary foundations on which healthier Indigenous communities can be built. Human 
rights are not negotiable and non-Indigenous communities are not expected to forego them in   order to access 
basic services.  
 

Reconciliation Victoria will work with other Indigenous, social justice and reconciliation groups and peak 
bodies to develop a coordinated approach to justice and reconciliation in Victoria, as well as continuing to 
work with local councils, local reconciliation groups and traditional owners to implement just and respectful 
arrangements to     improve social outcomes for Aboriginal peoples.  
 

ANTaR Victoaia has reaffirmed its commitment to Indigenous rights with a specific focus on treaty and            
constitutional change. Its two core strategies continue to be raising the awareness of the non-Indigenous           
community about these issues and campaigning for policy change on specific issues.  
 

 
�

About Reconciliation Week 

Reconciliation Week is held annually from 
27 May to 3 June– two significant dates in 

Australia’s history.  

Sorry Day  

May 26 

Sorry Day: Sorry Business 

Reconciliation Week  

May 27 – June 3 

Let’s Walk the Mile, Let’s Reconcile 

To join the movement for Indigenous rights and 
reconciliation in Victoria consider attending the 
many fantastic events being held across the state for  

Reconciliation Week (May 27-June 3) and National 
Sorry Day (May 26).  

�
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ANTaR Victoria Inc 

67 Brunswick St Fitzroy 3065  

03 9419 3613  

www.antarvictoria.org.au �
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symbolic lifting of the mean spiritedness that has been a hallmark of the past 11 years. The new Federal            

Government has set itself and our nation quite specific tasks by which to move forward, many of the key           

to continue to focus on what more needs to be done. Foremost of these is the acknowledgement of              

ANTaR Victoaia has reaffirmed its commitment to Indigenous rights with a specific focus on treaty and            
Indigenous           

 
 

 

Australians are familiar with the notion of the “black armband view of history” and the refusal of the 
previous, Howard, Government to apologise to Indigenous Australians. But even Howard and his 
crew never insistence on Aboriginal Australians ceasing to use terms such as the ‘Stolen            
Generation’ as a condition for receiving their entitlements.  

Israeli Foreign Minister Livni goes much further insisting that the Palestinians stop using the word 
Nakba (catastrophe.) It takes real chutzpah to make such a demand particularly as the term is so 
neutral [One can understand Livni objecting to terms such as “Zionist ethnic cleansing but this is not 
the case here]. While I would never compare the systematic mass murder of the Holocaust with 
Nakba they both did happen and denial of one is as objectionable as denying the other, or for that 
matter denying the Stolen Generation – Sol Salbe.�

Sorry Day – May 26  

The first National Sorry Day was held in 1998 - one year after the  
tabling of the Bringing Them Home report which was the result of an 
inquiry into the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait  Islander   
children from their families. One of the recommendations of the report 
was that a National Sorry Day should be declared. Sorry Day is a day 
to acknowledge the impact of the policies of forcible removal on   
Australia's Indigenous populations. A National Apology was at last     
delivered to the Stolen Generations on February 13, 2008. This year, 
Sorry Day is a time to consider the implementation of all 54 of the 
Bringing Them Home report recommendations. 

May 27  

The anniversary of the 1967 referendum, in which more than 90% of 
Australians voted to remove clauses from the constitution which     
discriminated against Indigenous people. 

June 3 

 Mabo Day – the anniversary of the High Court’s 1992 Mabo          
decision, which refuted the notion of ‘Terra Nullius’ (that Australia 
was uninhabited before European settlement).  

There seem to be a lot of different people doing different things about “reconciliation” in Victoria. Each of us 
spend a lot of effort trying to build up contacts, membership, websites, fundraising capacity and organise 
events and projects – often with considerable duplication of effort and therefore a waste of resources.  
 

So, here’s a novel idea! Why not work together? We do not all have to become one organisation, but we can      
cooperate – in the spirit of Reconciliation perhaps? Already ANTaR Victoria and Reconciliation Victoria are 
doing a joint newsletter and any other organisation with similar aims and values are welcome to join. To join, 
add your contributions and if you can some money to cover the costs of printing and postage. You can add 
your bit as an insert complete with your own letterhead and you can have your own editorial control – broadly 
within our common aims and values. We would like to look at the possibilities of sharing a single point    
website portal, as well as other information resources, and supporting each other with volunteers, coordinated 
events and promotion.  
 

The intent is NOT to limit diversity, but to increase support, effectiveness and cohesion around promoting 
ideas and actions that will lead to a fairer and safer place for Aboriginal people in Victoria – it is a coalition 
we are thinking about, NOT a combined organisation or a top-down structure.  

If there is any interest out there in any organisation,  

please call Reconciliation Victoria CEO, Frank Hytten on 03 9662 1645.     LET’S BUILD THE MOVEMENT 

For ongoing updates on  

Reconciliation related events see  

 ��!��"
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Extracts from: There’s More Than One ‘E’ in Community Development:   

Linking Ecology, Economy and Equality in the Reloca lisation Agenda 
 

Ingrid Burkett 

International Association for Community Development  
 

Relocalisation is a movement that links ecology, economy, culture and community. Its core argument 
is that democratic and economic systems and relations should be localized and made more ‘human-
scale’ and if this were to occur then local communities could develop greater levels of sustainability 
and resilience, and local people could better define, analyse and more readily act on social, economic 
and environmental problems.   
 

In truth, relocalisation is more an economic and a political movement than a social movement – it is 
movement that asks people to actively use the greatest daily political act that we possess in the global 
North (that is, our decisions about sourcing our purchases, especially food) in support of our local 
communities. Relocalisation is anti centralized, one-size fits all power systems, whether that be in   
relation to food systems, economies, political systems or social systems.   
 

Relocalisation is about thinking and acting locally. It is about building systems on a human-scale so 
that sustainability can be grounded in our localities – that is, we can sustain our ecological systems, 
our social, economic and political systems into the future.  Essentially, relocalisation challenges us to 
move from being consumers and passive recipients in these systems to being  active participants,    
citizens and co-producers of the systems.   
 

Although the term ‘relocalisation’ has only been used widely in the past decade, as a practical reaction 
to the idea of ‘peak oil’, the roots of the concepts, ideas and practice of this movement are long and 
deep. There are links back to many, many movements who took as their starting point the importance 
of local communities. There are a variety of approaches to relocalisation. For some, relocalisation is 
principally centred on the production and consumption of local food and the development of local food 
security and food sovereignty. For others the focus is more on building local democratic structures, 
such as the participatory budgeting system implemented in Porto Alegre in Brazil. For others still it is 
centred on growing strong and healthy local businesses to counter the Walmarts and giant               
supermarkets that are preying on local communities across the global North (and increasingly in the 
global South too!) The relocalisation movement has traversed much terrain in their quest to relocalise 
our lives – local food systems, local culture, livelihoods, housing, education, businesses and energy 
systems have all been advocated for by various proponents.   
 

Ecological imperatives – peak oil, climate change and growing impacts of largescale pollution – are 
having dramatic consequences for local communities.  There is an urgent need for reassessment and 
for action.  However, if we get caught up in the urgency, the fear and the anger of what is happening, 
then there is a danger that the ‘solutions’ we dream up will not sustainably come to fruition. By joining 
the frameworks of the relocalisation movement with the method, the analysis and the values of      
community development, I believe there are many possibilities for positive, sustainable, local and 
global change.   
 

There are many things happening. There’s ripples spreading out. For some people this may not be 
happening fast enough, but in my experience urgency does not often lead to long-term sustainability.  I 
believe much more in baby steps, celebrating small successes, recognizing that change does not  
happen in a straight line – there will be times when we feel like we’re walking in syrup, there are down 
times and periods of depression, but this is normal, and what goes down must come up again. What 
I’ve learnt is that we need to be careful in this work of the six ‘C’s which can trip us up in the baby 
steps towards change. There is no room in this work for:  complacency, contempt, cynicism, control, or 
constipation. What we need more of are other Cs – cooperation, communication, collaboration, care, 
and contemplation.   
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centred on growing strong and healthy local businesses to counter the Walmarts and giant               

The Homework Support Program (HSP) is a free 
and   supervised service offered to secondary school        
students from refugee and migrant backgrounds. 
With several volunteer tutors on hand the program  
assists students in homework, accessing computers, 
helping with language difficulties, meeting other 
students, research and making new friends. The   
program runs on a weekly basis during the school 
term at  

Croydon Library Civic Square, Croydon  

Tuesdays 4pm to 6pm and,  

Knox Library, Knox City Shopping Centre,  

425 Burwood Highway, Wantirna  

 Wednesdays 4pm to 6pm.  

For more information contact Jacquie or Saturnino 
at the Migrant Information Centre on 9285 4888 or  

Email jarulanandam@miceastmelb.com.au or  

Email sonyala@miceastmelb.com.au  

 

In Viet Nam, poetry and resistance to foreign        
invasion have been inexorably linked for centuries. 
Even Ho Chi Minh found time to pen  poems while     
leading the country in its struggle for liberation 
against the Japanese, French and Americans.  

 

For the last 600 years, the model of the poet-soldier 
has been Nguyen Trai. Poet, scholar, statesman and 
military strategist, his motivating verse and   
thoughtful planning helped oust the Ming Chinese 
invaders in the 15th century. His words are still  
relevant:  
 

For strategies, we devoted our time to study. 
Weighing past and present and chances of 
victory. In our dreams, plans for insurrection 
were created. The only goal we cherished: 
our country liberated. By surprise attacks, 
our weak force braved the stronger one. With 
skillful ambushes, our few troops smashed 
the large enemy. Successfully we fought          
barbarity and justice was done, And in face 
of violence we resort to humanity.  
 

 

Nguyen Trai’s military strategy was inspired by the 
idea that it is better to conquer hearts than citadels. 

 

Nguyen Trai is remembered and loved not just by 
the Vietnamese. In 1980, on the 600th anniversary 
of his birth, UNESCO honoured him as a World      
Cultural Personality. Ho Chi Minh was also awarded 
this title in 1990, on the centenary of his birth,      
together with the UNESCO title of National         
Liberation Hero.  
 

From Bruce McPhie,  

in the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam  

Web log: http://lemonjuicebruce.blogspot.com 
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POETRY OF RESISTANCE � �

StreetFilms comes to Melbourne! 

 

 

 

 

 

StreetFilms is a project of the New York City Street 
Renaissance (NYCSR), a collection of non-profits 
geared towards re-imagining the city’s public spaces 
and making the streets safer for pedestrians, bicycles 
and non-vehicular modes of transportation.  
 

Clarence Eckerson (filmmaker for StreetFilms) 
has filmed   dozens of videos all over the world 
documenting best practices - all of them shot 
only by foot, bike or mass transit.  
 

See award winning urban design experts Jan Gehl & 
Rob Adams with Gilbert Rochecouste showing us 
just why Melbourne is a ‘Pedestrian Paradise’  

at: www.streetfilms.org/archives/Melbourne  
 

Melbourne is simply wonderful. You can get lost in 
the nooks and crannies that permeate the city.”  

- Clarence Eckerson �
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Refugee Week Forums held in Studio Room Darebin 
Arts & Entertainment Centre, Preston. 
 

Burmese Forum Tue June 17th, 10am – 12pm  
Providing information on the Chin and Karen              
communities and their settlement in Victoria. 
 

Sudanese Forum Wed June 18th, 10am – 12pm  
Providing an insight into the Sudanese culture and       
challenges faced by creating a new life in Australia. 
 

Victoria – A changing Face Thu June 19th, 10am – 
12pm  
Join Josie Prioletti and a panel of new arrivals from    
various African communities who have settled in         
Victoria.  
 

NAIDOC Week 
Indigenous Forum Wed 10th July 10am – 12pm.  
Grevillia Room, Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre, 
cnr. Bell St and St Georges Rd, Preston. 
 

Indigenous Forum Thu 11th July Geelong 10am – 12pm. 
Geelong West Town Hall, 153 Pakington St,  
West Geelong. 
 

The Racism Debate Wed 17th September 2-5pm  
Acacia Room Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre 
Preston. A stimulating debate to explore whether we 
have become more/less racist. 
 

All bookings for these events at 
www.prioletticonsultants.com.au  
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Every month, Ashburton Support Services and the      
Marwal Centre Meals On Wheels programs deliver 
close to 4000 meals to frail, elderly and mature-aged 
people with a disability in the Ashburton, Glen Iris and 
North Balwyn areas, helping them to remain independ-
ent and in their own homes.  

To do that, they rely upon compassionate, community-
minded volunteers who contribute an hour and a half of 
their time once a month, once a week or once a fortnight 
to deliver Meals On Wheels. Unfortunately, the volun-
teer base at both services is currently extremely  de-
pleted.  
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Please return your completed form to Borderlands Cooperative, PO Box 3079, AUBURN 3123  

1. Your details 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________ 
                                        
Address__________________________________________________________ 
                          
Suburb _____________________________  State_______________ Postcode__________ 
 
Email address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone______________________________   Mobile______________________________        

3. Newsletter only   I do not wish to become a member or 
shareholder but would like to receive the newslette r. � 

Free by email �                  $10 by post �  
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BORDERLANDS COOPERATIVE 

MEMBERSHIP, SHAREHOLDERS & SUBSCRIBERS FORM  

2. Membership/Shareholder. The primary activities of Borderlands are to provid e consulting 
services, meeting spaces and to contribute to supporting ecological, social and cultural  
regeneration and sustainability through collaborati ve endeavors and critical inquiry. 

All members of the Cooperative are required to be active members.  
Active membership requires: 

· For members payment of annual memberships fees      OR  

· For  shareholders  
�  Participate in at least one activity each financial year such as a meeting, or use the space or 

other resources of the cooperative       AND/OR  
�  Make a donation to further the activities of the co operative 

I wish  to � become a member or � renew my membership by:  
 
Payment of membership fee of $_______      [Note: All memberships are due  
 

 
for renewal on 1 September. For partial year memberships, see box at right.] 
 

� Purchase of _______ share(s) in the Cooperative at $100 each. 
 

� Donation of ______________ 
 
Total enclosed as cheque or money order _______________________  

I would like to receive the newsletter by      �  email            �  post 
 

(NEW MEMBERS ONLY)    I agree to become an active member of the cooperative. 
 
��2
	�#���TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT��4	���TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Join  Sept—Nov  $25/15 

 Dec—Feb    $18/12 

 Mar-May     $12/8 

 June-Aug      $6/4 

�� Tick 
here if you 
don’t want to 
receive emails 
on events or  
issues. 
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Communities in Control Conference 2008 
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