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Canberra / Geneva, 27 August 2009

The Government of Australia is to be commendeddking significant steps to improve the human sght
and socio-economic conditions of the Aboriginal dindres Strait Islander peoples of Australia, ai as

for its recent expression of support for United iblag Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People
and for its apology to the victims of the Stolenn€metion. After several days in Australia listensgd
learning, however, | have observed a need to dpvekw initiatives and reform existing ones — in
consultation and in real partnership with Indigemn@eoples — to conform with international standards
requiring genuine respect for cultural integrityaself-determination.

Over the past 11 days, | have met with Governmetiicaities, representatives of Indigenous commesiti
and organisations, and others, in Canberra, Souttrélia, Western Australia, the Northern Territory
Queensland and New South Wales. | have visitedwbeu of Indigenous communities in both remote and
urban areas, and have collected information fromerse sources. | would like to express my appremiat
for the support of the Government and to the Indlges individuals and organisations that provided
indispensible support in planning and coordinatmgvisit. | would also like to express my appréoiato

the United Nations Information Centre.

While | must now take some time to review and asalthe substantial amount of information | have
received, and to follow up with further exchangéstormation with the Government, Indigenous pespl
of Australia, and other sources, | would like toyade here a few preliminary observations.

During my time in Australia, | have been impresseth demonstrations of strong and vibrant Indigesiou
cultures and have been inspired by the strengtilielece and vision of Indigenous communities
determined to move toward a better future despatgny endured tremendous suffering at the hands of
historical forces and entrenched racism. It is rckisat these historical forces continue to makerthe
presence known today, manifesting themselves inowser disparities between Indigenous and
nondndigenous parts of society, including in terms Ildé expectancy, basic health, education,
unemployment, incarceration, children placed uncime and protection orders, and access to basic
services.

Given these disparities, the Government has deedlapd implemented a number of important initiaive
in order to “close the gap” of Indigenous disadeget within a wide range of social and economicsrea
with a stated emphasis on women and children, la@sketprogrammes must continue to be improved and
strengthened. | would also like to stress that vehéearned of numerous programmes in place by
Indigenous authorities and organisations at thallaegional and national levels that have beerkingr
effectively to address the many problems that tb@nmunities face.

Aspects of the Government's initiatives to remedyagions of Indigenous disadvantage, howevergrais
concerns. Of particular concern is the Northernriia@y Emergency Response, which by the
Government’'s own account is an extraordinary measespecially in its income management regime,
imposition of compulsory leases, and community-widas on alcohol consumption and pornography.
These measures overtly discriminate against almaliggeoples, infringe their right of self-deterntioa
and stigmatize already stigmatized communities.

I would like to stress that affirmative measuresthy Government to address the extreme disadvantage
faced by Indigenous peoples and issues of safetghitdren and women are not only justified, bugyth

are in fact required under Australia’s internatiomaman rights obligations. However, any such measu
must be devised and carried out with due regartheftights of Indigenous peoples to self-deterniamat
and to be free from racial discrimination and inrlig.
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In this connection, any special measure that igggon the basic rights of Indigenous peoples rhast
narrowly tailored, proportional, and necessarydoieve the legitimate objectives being pursuedninview,
the Northern Territory Emergency Response is momy opinion, as currently configured and carried, the
Emergency Response is incompatible with Australdskgations under the Convention on the Eliminatod
All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Intenoaial Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, tieatto
which Australia is a party, as well as incompatiwiéh the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenoenples,
to which Australia has affirmed its support.

| note with satisfaction that a process to refon@ Emergency Response is currently underway aridhba
Government has initiated consultations with Indigengroups in the Northern Territory in this cortr@t |
hope that amendments to the Emergency Responselimilhish or remove its discriminatory aspects and
adequately take into account the rights of aboalgpeoples to self determination and culture intggm
order to bring this Government initiative in linetlivAustralia’s international obligations. Furtheore, | urge
the Government to act swiftly to reinstate the @ctbns of the Racial Discrimination Act in regdadthe
Indigenous peoples of the Northern Territory.

Beyond the matter of the Northern Territory EmemeResponse, | am concerned that there is a need tc
incorporate into government programmes a more tholgpproach to addressing Indigenous disadvantage
across the country, one that is compatible withatbiective of the United Nations Declaration of @ty for
Indigenous peoples, not just social and economitheiag, but also the integrity of Indigenous commties

and cultures, and their self-determination.

This approach must involve a real partnership betwthe Government and the Indigenous peoples of
Australia, to move towards a future, as describgdPime Minister Rudd in his apology to Indigenous
peoples last year, that is “based on mutual respaiual resolve and mutual responsibility,” andttis also
fully respectful of the rights of Aboriginal and ifes Straight Islander peoples to maintain thegtinict
cultural identities, languages, and connection& tvdditional lands, and to be in control of thein destinies
under conditions of equality.

Given what | have learned thus far, it would seemrme that the objectives of the closing the gappzagm,

the Emergency Response, and other current ingistand proposed efforts of the Government will bst b
achieved in partnership with Indigenous peopleshanstitutions and decision-making bodies, whick ar
those that are most familiar with the local sitoa$. It is worth stressing that during my visihave observed
numerous successful Indigenous programmes alreadgylace to address issues of alcoholism, domestic
violence, health, education, and other areas ofeaxon) in ways that are culturally appropriate addpaed to
local needs, and these efforts need to be includednd supported by the Government response, both
logistically and financially. In particular, it Bssential to provide continued funding to programiiat have
already demonstrated achievements.

| did observe a number of Government partnershigis Mvcal initiatives that appear to be succeeding, |
also heard many accounts of situations in whiche&mwent programmes fail to take into account engsti
local programmes already in place, hampering thlémate success. In this connection, | am conataimut
any initiatives that duplicate or replace the pamgmes of Aborigines and Torres Straight Islandkeady in
place, or that undermine local decision-making ulgio Indigenous peoples’ own institutions. In aduffi
international human rights norms, including thoeatained in the United Nations Declaration, affitivaly
guarantee the right of Indigenous peoples to ppsie fully at all levels of decision-making in reas which
may affect their rights, lives and destinies, adl aws to maintain and develop their own decisiorkimg
institutions and programmes. Further, adequateonptand alternatives for socio-economic developraadt
violence prevention programmes should be developedull consultation with affected Indigenous
communities and organisations.

It is also necessary to ensure the meaningfulctparticipation of Aboriginal and Torres Straighlander
peoples in the design of programmes and policiethatnational level, within a forum that is genuyne
representative of the rights and interests of ledays peoples. In this regard, | welcome the inrgathat is
supported by the Government to move towards dewsdop of a model for a new national Indigenous repre
sentative body and emphasise that Indigenous fmatiicn in the development of this body is fundataén

9
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At the same time, | would like to echo the statetmérnave heard from Indigenous leaders of the rieed
Indigenous peoples themselves to continue to diiengtheir own organisational and local governance
capacity, in order to meet the challenges facedhey communities, and in this connection | note th
importance of restoring or building strong and tieatelationships within families and communities.

| would also note a need to move deliberately topadienuine reconciliation measures, such as theoged
recognition of the rights of Aboriginal and Torigsaight Islander peoples in a charter of rightsg¢oncluded
in the Constitution. | am pleased that the Govemtrhas expressed its willingness in this regard, larrge it

to provide a high priority to this initiative. Asal been stressed to me by the Indigenous repréasestwith

whom | have met, constitutional recognition andt@ction of the rights of Aboriginal and Torres ik

Islander peoples would provide a measure of long-teecurity for these rights, and provide an imgairt
building block for reconciliation and a future aifmonious relations between Indigenous and norgémtius
parts of Australian society.

Furthermore, it is important to note that secuting rights of Indigenous peoples to their landsfisentral
importance to Indigenous peoples’ socio-economieldpment, self-determination, and cultural intbgri
Continued efforts to resolve, clarify, and stremgthhe protection of Indigenous lands and resoushesid

be made. In this regard, government initiativesddress the housing needs of Indigenous peoples|dsh
avoid imposing leasing or other arrangements thaitldvundermine Indigenous peoples’ control oveirthe
lands. | also urge the Government to comply wite thcommendations concerning Indigenous lands and
resources made by the treaty-monitoring bodiedhefUnited Nations, including the recommendatiornhef
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimirmatito advance in discussions with Aboriginal andré®
Straight Islanders about possible amendments thl#tige Title Act and finding solutions acceptatdeall.

Finally, I would like to reiterate the importancktbe United Nations Declaration on the Rightsrafigenous
Peoples for framing and evaluating legislation,igge$, and actions that affect the Aboriginal anarés
Strait Islanders Peoples. The Declaration expretsgeglobal consensus on the rights of Indigenaaples
and corresponding state obligations on the basismiwkersal human rights. | recommend that the Guwent
undertake a comprehensive review of all its legimha policies, and programmes that affect Abordjiand
Torres Strait Islanders in light of the Declaration
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oases Masters Course inintegrative and Transformative Studies

Transforming our future through collaborative thimk purposeful dialogue and mindful action
At oases we contend

- that the crises (ecological, spiritual, social,ificdl) challenging us today require transformetdegral practices in each and
everyone of us,

- that the way we perceive the world has importansequences for our actions, values and ways ofpein
- that we bring our whole lives to work, and

- that organisations share responsibility for thegfarmation with individuals

Doing LeadershiDifferently

This course is about taking responsibility for de@ipg and using our wisdom, knowledge and skillseisponding to the situa-
tions in which we find ourselves, our organisatiansl our societyin this pursuitwe are all leaders.. and this is where leader-
ship needs to think and act differently. Throughhreaf us recognising our role, we engage with eztbler and with the broader
community in thinking, dialogue and actions thatliyechange the course of the future ~ nd@ur program starts from this point
~ the whole person in their whole world. Our leaghprocesses enable respect for each person'semeisgias well as recognition
of our social commonalityWe focus our attention on becoming increasinglydfihof our daily individual and collective choices
and practice ~ as they hold the keys for integnagind transformation.

“What if the leadership we need in order to chargetuman condition is something quite differenifrihat we
are used to? ... Today's dynamic is one of livindp@lmetworks in which flows of ideas and Informatiicochet
and collide in continuous streams of opportunitRithard Hames

Why choose this course?

We focus on vital questions and issues, and giveebves permission to spend lots of time with th&ve explore the context
within which problems occur before attempting édve them We discuss the nature of paradigms, including eun oharacter
and worldviews and perspectives and assumptionsa&villing to question underpinning systems #ralr guiding principles,
with a view to reworking our understanding of tlystems, our choices in interacting with them, andaptions for changing the
systems themselves

This course is foanyone wishing to bring who they are to what theyadyone interested in pursuing knowledge aboutgloi
sustainable, sustaining work whilst undertakingvaht workplace-based projects those who understeideadership occurs at
all levels of an organisation and in every avenueoonmunity life anyone committed to  understagdihe breadth and depth of
the world in which we live and practice.

The oases Masters course is accredited and part-+ith leaving points after one year (Grad Cevip years (Grad Dip) and on
completion of the Masters. It @ganised as monthly 2 or 3 day workshops.

At the core of the Masters Course is an ongoingdrative Conversation that continues across tkeolifthe course, creating a
place where participants can debrief and evallegie kearningln the first year, four entry units have been desthto give a base
of theory and critical discourse for all participgrin subsequent years, participants will focus tle¢iorts on a practical, work-

based project supported by the Integrative Contiersand by elective units from across our diveesgge of offerings (see web-
site) and the ongoing support of academic staff bem

2010 dates are

(s-sat, More information? Chris Lloyd - 0438 309 371
Feb 26-28 (FSS)  August 14-16 (SSM)  ss. saysun, Dr. Jacques Boulet - 03 9819 3239 Chris.Lloyd@oases.edu.au
Mar 26-28 (FSS)  Sep 12-13 (SM) M- Mon, Jacques.Boulet@oases.edu.au Administration - 03 9819 3502
Apr 25-26 (SM) Oct 8-10 (FSS) F - Fri) Tricia.Hiley@oases.edu.au info@oases.edu.au
May 30-31 (SM)  Nov 7-8 (SM) . 0ases.edu.au
June 25-27 (FSS)  Dec 3-5 (FSS) 2 Minona Street

Hawthorn

Fees for 2010 remain at $58@0 CPI increase) Victoria




Caty Kyne
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Introductory Workshop at Borderlands/Augustine/oase S
7th of November 2009 2:00 — 5:00 p.m.
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governments and mainstream international institutions seem overwhelmed by
complexity; they cannot seem to manage the increasingly interconnected political, social,
economic and environmental variables that have created the present situation of unprecedented
and dangerous instability and volatility. This may explain the recent performance of the G-20
whose principle decisions involved handing over vast sums to the International Monetary Fund
and somewhat lesser ones to the World Trade Organisation or, at least, to a category labelled
“trade finance”.

Although the IMF may, by 2011, change its voting quotas and give slightly more power to
emerging nations, such measures are largely cosmetic. Far more important are the Fund’s
longstanding practices. We are not told whether it will alter its conditionality, or “structural
adjustment” packages which embody exactly the conventional neoliberal wisdom the Club of
Rome has accurately identified as the factors that caused the crisis. These include [l quote here
from the preparatory documents for this meeting] excessive belief in the ‘magic of the market-
place’; determination to cut back on the role of government and a damaging concept of
economic growth which does not take into account the value of public goods and natural capital.

If the IMF lends its newly found $750 billion on the same terms as it has done for the past three
decades, we will see more disasters. Working in tandem with the World Bank, the IMF has
encouraged export-led growth, deregulation, privatisation and fees for healthcare and education
beyond the reach of most families; while downgrading smallholder agriculture and paying no
attention whatever to the environment. If these policies remain in place, they will result in even
greater poverty and inequality, compounded by the increasing hardships brought about by
climate change

Let us not underestimate either the role of local elites in discouraging development. According
to recent research, for the period from 1970-2004, total capital flight from 40 countries of
Sub-Saharan Africa amounted to $420 billion (in 2004 dollars), compared to the external debt
[IN 2004} of $227 billion.... [for] every dollar in external loans to Africa in this period, roughly 60
cents flowed back out as capital flight in the same year, a finding that suggests the existence of
widespread “debt-fuelled” capital flight.

What are we to make of this? Logically speaking, either
the IMF knew that elites were stealing some 60 percent
of all new loans to Sub-Saharan Africa but did not pre-
vent it; therefore it was complicit in the thefts. Or the
IMF was not aware of this phenomenon despite its vast
scale and proved itself incompetent.

So my first recommendation would be this: Could we
not, as a group, call for a thorough review and overhaul
of IMF and World Bank conditionality packages and
practices? Could wenot devise safeguards so that
future loans go to the purposes for which they were
intended; that they genuinely contribute to reducing
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_ poverty and the stresses of climate change? This would imply a cultural

revolution at the Bank and the Fund but it is one | believe we must
insist on if we are to contribute to resolving the development crisis.

Loans to the South should promote food crops and conversion to
fossil-fuel free economies. Since the 1980s, loans to agriculture from all
sources, particularly the World Bank have declined drastically and food
security has deteriorated accordingly. The Bank, especially through its
semi-private affiliate the International Finance Corporation, is still
lending massively to fossil-fuel and coal-mining projects in the South.
For years, NGOs have pleaded with the Bank to promote solar energy
in sunny countries, always triggering the same response: Solar energy
Is “more expensive” than coal-fired power plants. Perhaps it is now -
although this is doubtful--but if the Bank had invested in solar power, it
is a fair bet that prices would have come down thanks to economies of

_ scale. The Bank is not an institution that one can trust to be in charge
of overseeing loans and strategies to fight climate change.

With its promise to contribute an extra $250 billion to trade finance, the G-20 turned the
spotlight back on the WTO where the Doha Round has staggered on inconclusively for nearly
eight years. No one is opposed to trade rules but it is legitimate to ask which rules? for whose

benefit? The WTO rules were profoundly influenced by transnational corporations; not one line
in its agreements refers to worker rights, human rights or environmental protection.

Should the Club of Rome wish to remedy this, it could begin by suggesting that one revisit the
Havana Charter of 1947, based on Keynesian principles, as well as Keynes’ proposal for an
international trade currency called the bancor accompanied by vigorous financial incentives to
prevent the huge trade surpluses and deficits that were instrumental in provoking the crisis we
face today. Havana plus the bancor would also have provided much fairer standards for
developing countries.

Equitable development also requires that we be prepared to criticise Northern policies. With
regard to trade, the European Union is foisting so-called Economic Partnership Agreements or
EPAs upon the 78 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries which include some of the poorest
in the world. EPAs are less about trade than about breaking down “behind borders barriers” as
the Commission calls them, especially barriers to investment by European transnational
corporations, access to government procurement contracts and standards pertaining to workers
and the environment.

In the WTO and also via bilateral and plurilateral agreements,
the rich countries are also trying to make their trading partners
reduce tariffs to very low levels. If poor countries comply, as
many are doing, they will face two major consequences: their
infant industries will be immediately destroyed - we have
plenty of proof for that - and their national incomes will be
sharply reduced. Many smaller, weaker countries receive over
20 percent of their receipts from tariffs and such countries are
not often able to substitute other taxes to make up the
shortfall. The United Nations has estimated that present
proposals for further trade deregulation would cost developing
countries $63 billion.

Trade produces few if any benefits for poor people in poor
countries. Under pressure, the World Bank has had to pare
down its earlier inflated estimates from several hundred to a
mere $80 billion annually with only $16 billion of that going to
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a handful of developing countries. The G-20 and others have
spread the idea that rampant protectionism is endangering the
world. This is not the case; however, present proposals seek to
maintain maximum advantages for the rich and promote more
deregulation for the poor. This is not the road to equitable
development or environmental protection.

As for official development aid, it clear that despite promises

made to the United Nations since the 1970s, ODA is never

going to reach the goal of 0.70 percent of GDP. OECD country

aid now amounts to about $100 billion a year, much of it tied to

purchases from donor countries or earmarked for countries like

Iraq or Israel, chosen for broader foreign policy reasons. In any

case, ODA will probably decrease because of the financial crisis and, even worse, the
remittances sent home by migrants are also set to decline as these workers are the first to lose
their jobs. At present, the UN estimates that remittances supply poor countries with at least
$200 billion, probably much more, and at a minimum double the amount of official development
aid.

Other obstacles to development financing are transnational corporations and their massive use
of tax havens and transfer pricing to create fictitious accounts that penalise both producer and
consumer countries. These corporations see taxes as a cost, not as a necessary contribution to
the well-being of society in general and the countries where they operate in particular. To
reduce their taxes, they employ battalions of lawyers and accountants, thus depriving both
developed and developing countries of much-needed income. [As the transnational accounting
firm Ernst and Young says on its website,

Transfer pricing affects almost every aspect of an MNE (Multinational Enterprise) and can
significantly impact its worldwide tax burden. Our...professionals help MNEs develop transfer
pricing strategies, tax effective solutions and controversy management approaches that best fit
their objectives.

Let us hope they may indeed need “controversy management approaches” because it would be
positive if their strategies provoked public outcries.] If Northern farmers supply Southern
markets more cheaply than local farmers can do; if industrial fishing fleets leave no catch for
local fishermen; if the products from mature industries can easily undersell locally produced
goods; if transnational banks refuse to lend to small local businesses and if OECD governments
help to prop up corrupt and dictatorial regimes—then we should not be surprised when
thousands of ordinary men and women are desperate enough to risk their lives trying to reach
our shores. Climate change will swell these numbers. We have not even begun to appreciate
the tide of humanity that will soon try to reach the North. For the moment we are playing ostrich
and treating immigration purely a security and policing problem.

Let me now recommend a few all-purpose strategies, with an emphasis on financial strategies,
which, if combined with a decent respect for the knowledge and creativity of ordinary people,
not just elites, could transform the development scenario. Particularly since the G-20 meeting, |
fear that new proposals will be greeted with some variant of the traditional objection: “It's a great
idea but we can't afford it, we’ve already committed over a trillion dollars”. This is wrong: we can
afford it. Despite all appearances, the world is still awash in money.

Among the development strategies that should be financed as a matter of urgency is the
promotion of local farming and food sovereignty but not on the basis of expensive inputs and
the so-called Green Revolution. Although the green revolution in India undoubtedly helped to
make the country self-sufficient in food grains, it was not without huge social costs. The system
requires expensive agricultural inputs—seeds, fertilisers, irrigation, pesticides—well beyond the

&
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Elites and gatherings like the G-20 show no signs of understanding that citizens are justifiably
outraged at the huge sums being spent to save the banks. The five trillion dollars already
provided may be only the beginning. People have not yet discovered a way to vent their anger
collectively, but they will not forget. Nor should we. The banks have been saved with our money
and despite all our present and future sacrifices, we are receiving absolutely nothing in return.
Instead, we must pay twice, with massive losses of jobs and savings and for many, their
homes—all for the greed, mistakes and recklessness of a tiny minority that is not punished but
rather continues to rake in large salaries and bonuses.

The only solution is to nationalise the banks, place them under social control and treat them as
public utilities. Their job is to serve society. Financial credit should be a common good, available
[obviously under certain rules] to all, at cost or below cost. The financial institutions should be
handed a list of legal requirements, first of all that they must start lending money again. This is
the a-b-c of banking and it is inadmissible that despite all the handouts, many banks have
virtually ceased to lend. The credit system is paralysed and the first order of business is to get
money circulating again.

Social control also means that the uses for this money are to be determined by social and
ecological needs. Criteria for loans should be, first, that small and medium enterprises, SMEs,
take precedence, particularly over transnational corporations. In Europe, SMEs represent 99
percent of all businesses and provide over 70 percent of employment and one can assume the
figures are similar in many parts of the world. Right now, however, many SMEs are failing, not
because they are poorly managed but because they can’t get credit.

Priority for loans should go to SMEs with an environmentally
sound project—in alternative energy, construction, lightweight
materials, organic food and so on; to projects that reduce
dependency on fossil fuels and emit a minimum of greenhouse
gasses. Further priority should be given to cooperative SMEs
based on employee participation because we need
simultaneously to strengthen the social economy. If we do not
innovate ecologically in the industrialised countries, and
improve technologies that we can then pass on to the South,
we will lose the battle against climate change.

An ecologically and humanly balanced future for North and South is possible. Perhaps we will
move towards what some people call de-growth and others, like the ecological economist
Herman Daly, call the steady-state economy. We can provide employment for all if we
concentrated on shifting towards production for long-term use, eliminating waste, recycling
materials and above all providing services for people and the planet. Our societies will continue
to be complex but they must also become much more resilient.

The financial means to effect this conversion exist; | have suggested some of them. They would
entail very few sacrifices for the North, provide employment and give much more freedom to the
South. We already have the ideas, the tools, the technology and the skills. The obstacles are
not technical, financial or economic; they are intellectual, political and ideological. Let me end
with a quote from a great man who said

“All for ourselves and nothing for other people seems in every age of the world

to have been the vile maxim of the masters of mankind”

That was Adam Smith in The Wealth of Nations, 1776. Either we learn to keep the market but
eliminate the rapacity and environmental destructiveness of globalised capitalism or it will
destroy us. Either we learn to deal with complexity, or complexity will overwhelm us in a tsunami
of chaos and violence.
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ART FOR PEACE

September 25/26/27 ™ (Friday/Sat/Sunday)
Times: 9:30 —4:30 pm
Costs: $195 Conc / $235 Full / $300 Organizations/Institutions.
(Contact us if you will have difficulty with payments).
Venue: 2 Minona Street, Hawthorn.

The Art of Peaceworkshop is a 3-day intensive Train the Trainer workshop exploring creative techniques in peace building and
conflict transformation.

The Art For Peace workshop will utilizes participatory process.
The three day program will include:
Personal and Social Conflict Mapping

Applied games for Consciousness-Raising Image &atre for Problem Solving

Richard has 20-years of practice in diverse conflict situations in the Asia-Pacific region. Richard has de-
veloped this ‘Art of Peace’ methodology. Xris Reardon, over the last nine years, has worked with diverse
communities both in Melbourne and overseas on issues related to prisonisation, domestic violence, ra-
cism and homophobia etc; Richard and Xris's work references Paolo Freire, Boal's Theatre of the Op-
pressed, and utilizes a community cultural development approach.

Participants will receive a copy of The Art of PeaMakhampom'’s trainer's manual for peace buildamgl conflict resolu-
tion.

For bookings contact Xris on (03) 9005 7460

or email inquires@thirdwaytheatre.org.
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