Dearest friends, readers and Cooperative members. #$ %

Summer in Australia is truly extra-ordinary. In Victoria, we've &' ( )*
experienced the hottest day on record, a staggering 47.9 degrees; while  + _j0)1 -&-
2007 stands as the hottest year on record. It should be no surprise that
major bush fires break out in such extreme conditions, but still we are
shocked. What shocks us all is the devastation wreaked on human lives, ' -~ 060-&07.! .- 060-8-0
animals, townships and native forests. The loss of life, of livelihoods, of
entire communities, of friends and relatives. What mystifies us is our
human inability to control the havoc. Even with our amazing technology,
structures and systems in place to respond to emergency situations and
hundreds of trained volunteers and coordinators, we still are at the mercy
of the environmental conditions.
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What has stood out among the fear, threats and anxiety, is the +
community solidarity that has arisen or expanded in many threatened or
damaged townships. Kinglake's and St Andrew’s reputation for being
‘communities’ rather than simply ‘townships’ shone through the fiery reds
and charcoals. Having a ‘community’ is integral in emergency situations
such as these. Knowing your neighbors, recognising their needs, and
knowing that there is local knowledge and support available is the kind of
emergency assistance that the CFA and SES cannot provide. These
community networks and understandings are the ‘essentials’ that need to
sit alongside, and can be drawn upon by, state emergency services.

As our atmosphere’s temperature rises, we expect our emergencies to
get bigger, more complex, affect more people and have wider
implications. A vital part of preparing for the effects of global warming is
preparing our skills at creating communities; communities that talk to one
another, share resources, share knowledge and share power.
Communities of trust, that we feel we can rely on when we feel threat-
ened by disasters; and communities that can rely on us to give  support
in return.

Isolation from our communities threatens our ability to respond quickly in
emergency situations. It also impedes our capacity to assist those who
need extra assistance such as single parents, the elderly and those with
mental and physical illness or disabilities.

As the recession kicks in, people suffer in financial struggles, lose the
mortgages to their homes, their businesses and often lose their motiva-
tion to participate in the community. Even in strong financial times, many #6 6068
unemployed people experience depression and a strong sense of sad-
ness; as though their lives are less meaningful without ‘earning the dol-
lar’. This can often be the beginning of an isolating period, a separation
from the already dispersed community around us.

We know the pressure that unemployed people have been under to
‘participate’ in the economic realm, even when there is not enough work
in the capitalist system to sustain 100% employment. Unemployed
people have been constantly blamed for being underskilled, under-
motivated, under-employable. So as the corporations fold, factories close,
and companies reduce staff, will the unemployed continue to be blamed
for their ineptitude? Or will we realise that unemployment is the result of a
system that creates the circumstances; that the high unemployment on
our global horizons is the fallout from persisting with a system that has a
limited lifespan. Non-renewable resources DO run out, poorer nations
WILL resist the constant abuse of people and resources by corporations
and governments, the unemployed WILL refuse to take the blame.

We are the bearers of the new communities; fairer, healthier, transparent.
Regards, Mish, on behalf of Borderlands Cooperative.
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Not only do you get to support one of the most down-to-
earth, ecologically healthy, sustainably conscious, social
theory drenched, community focused, participatory /
democratically in-tune and generally wonderful place, you
also get

include:

- Reduced subscription rates to New Community
Quarterly (the only Community Development Journal in
Australia)

- Variable discounts on lectures and workshops
- Cheaper rates to oases Breakfasts

Access to Caval Card (via oases) — so you can borrow
from most University Libraries in Melbourne.

- Use of Borderlands Spaces for your events, meetings,
chats*

- Broadened borrowing opportunities at the 9000
volumes (and counting) Borderlands Library.

Now is the time to renew your membership — or become a
brand-shiny-new member of this wonderful independent
network for holistic community activism, sustainability and
action research.

A A 4

We’d particularly love your membership if you
have been receiving newsletters and
correspondence from Borderlands for a wee-
while and haven't yet renewed your

membership. '

Please help keep Borderlands vibrant and active.

Membership is easy; just fill
out the ‘Membership,
Shareholders and
Subscribers Form’ at the
back of this newsletter and
send / email it to us at:

borders@borderlands.org.au

Borderlands Cooperative
PO Box 3079,
Auburn VIC 3123.

sustainablelivingfestival
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Graduate School,

In Integrative and Transformative Studies
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In this issue...

P. Editorial, Calendar of Events
Membership, Sustainability Living Festival
Oases, NCQ

2009 People & Planet Diary, Bob Randall
‘Songman’, Loophole Community Centre

Sustainable Cities Round Table, Shopping with a
Conscience

Cultivating Community, Local Community
Gardens
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P.8 & 9 War of Terror in Gaza, Response Ability
P. 10
P.11
P.12
P.13
P.14
P.15
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Rivers in the Streets, The Change Agency
The Environment Shop, Calvin & Hobbes
Book Review, New Library Books

Third Way Theatre

Bush Mechanic & Bionerr Artificer
Borderlands Membership

Oases Graduate Program, Women'’s Exhibition
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A great opportunity to have a overview of thinkiethically with regards to o
everyday purchases. Included presentation of issugermarket shop, and meal with

'best buy' purchases.

Food miles, genetic engineering, multinational omshg, packaging, and mugh,
much more. Join us to find out more about the prtgjicompanies and related isques
that are part of your weekly supermarket shoppidgeatures. Time to share
guestions, experiences, and to feast on some \osliernatives. We'll explo
practical ways to help you in making more ethatadices and lighten your impact.
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environment SHOP

Green Goods and Environmentally Sustainable Living
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Why burn a precious resource created by the sun thusands or millions of years ago
when you can simply use the sun directly?
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AND AS PRESIDENT AND CED. OF
THE COMPANY, T PEMAND AN
EYORBITANT ANNUAL SALARY!

AND AS MY OWN EMPLONEE,

ACTURL PRODUCTION CoSTS!

I

DEMAND A WIGH HOURLY WAGE
AND AL SORTS, OF COMPANY BENEFITS!
AND THEN_ THERE'S OVERMEAD AND

"CANEAT EMPTOR™ 1S
THE MOTTD WE STAND
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Mansfield, Victor. Tibetan Buddhism and
modern physics : toward a union of love and
) $ knowledge. 294.336 MAN

# %& # A) - Toussaint, Sandy. Crossing boundaries :

_ ( ! cultural, legal, historical and practice issues in
1'$ * + & & native title 346.940 TOU
$

Naish, John. Enough : breaking free from
the world of more. 306.3 NAI

. $ + - Yule, Sandy. Making peace, making sense
) 327.172 YUL

B "& I $ $- - Australian Volunteers International. A place in
A) $ the world : stories from Australian Volunteers

$ $ $ - Said, Edward W. Orientalism
B A 950.07 SAI

Broome, Richard. Aboriginal Australians :
Black responses to white dominance, 1788-
2001. 305.89 BRO

$ - Royte, Elizabeth. Bottlemania : how water
$ % went on sale and why we bought it
<AP ( $ 338.476 ROY

Drahos, Peter; Braithwaite, John. Information
$ feudalism : who owns the knowledge
#$ % % economy? 341.758 DRA

J( * o< $ - Goody, Jack. The theft of history
901. 22 GOO

< - Lacey, Geoff. Reading the land 333.720
< < ) LAC
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Introducing, Exploring and Understanding
the Bush Mechanic and Bioneer Artificer

In-Depth Participatory Workshop delivered by Dr Paul Wildman
for Community, Economic and Sustainability Activist s and Advocates

Wednesday 18th February 2009:00am - 1:00pm
at The Augustine Centre, 2 Minona Street, Hawthorn
For Bookings Ph: Borderlands on 9819 3239
Please RSVP before 5:00pm on Friday 13th February 2 009
For More Information Ph: Daryl Taylor integral  evolution on 5786

Evening Formal Presentation and Extended Conversati  on
The Bush Mechanic and the Bioneer Artificer
embracing human ingenuity processes essential for s ustainability
Wednesday 18th February 2009:30 - 9:00pm
at The Augustine Centre, 2 Minona Street, Hawthorn

A Bush Mechanidn the narrow sense is ‘someone who uses their ingenuity and
technical knowledge to improvise unigue solutions t o field challenges’ .

It is possible to see deeper and broader meanings behind the commonly understood
characteristics of the Bush Mechanicechoes of the past as well as harbingers of
possible futures.

The Bush Mechanidn the broadest sense is ‘an adult learner who is broadly and
deeply technically skilled both in a participative and reflexively orientated
manners, with normative (ethically) and Instrumenta | (technical-strategic)
capabilities, who seeks to address key dimensions o f the global problematique
through developing (prioritisation, choice, design and implementation)
prototypes aimed at acting ahead wisely towards a w  orld transformed’
Paul Wildman (2007)

See much much more about the Bush Mechaniat ....

http://iwww.kalgrove.com/adultlearning/bush-mech-art ificier-adult.htm
For Bookings Ph: Borderlands on 9819 3239
Please RSVP before 5:00pm on Friday 13th February 2 009
For More Information Ph: Daryl Taylor integral  evolution on 5786

Toil with us at Borderlands!

Project work:

This is a general open call to researchers, social workers and community workers (or other appropriately
gualified and experienced people) interested and able to do project work; to seek out potential projects and
write submissions - work with us at Borderlands either singly or as a team.

With Borderlands involvement, supervision and support, 20% of project income goes right back into the coop-
erative, so that we can pay the rent, keep computers updated, pay for general office upkeep, sustain the ac-
tive work of holistic community activism, sustainability and action research going into the future.

Borderlands is a non-profit cooperative, so if you see potential projects or are thinking about writinga  sub-
mission, come join us in a supportive and supervised office - either give us a call or drop in to say hello. New
faces are always welcome.

If you have other skills, knowledge, wisdom, unders tanding, ideas and would like to be a part of Borde  rlands,
please contact us and get involved! Ph: 03 9819 3239 E : borders@borderlands.org.au
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1. Your details

Name

Address

Suburb

State Postcode

Email address
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