Hello all ye Borderlands friends, #$ %
& ()*

As many of you would already know, our very dear friend and co-worker + ,-/0)1 -&-

Ken Fernandes passed away on the 2nd of January 2010. Ken was an 2 13( 41%51

incredible presence in Borderlands, always bringing his peace-filled yet . 060-8071 - 060-8-0
lighthearted spirit into a room. The peace that Ken brought along every- v
where he went was, in my sense, completely embodied. He radiated
peace and he gave it readily to all those he came into contact with. | miss
his presence so very much, as I'm sure everyone else at Borderlands and
our associated organisations and who had met Ken does. We carry the
loss with us daily; the rooms seem different, a little stranger than before.
The hearts are heavier...it's difficult to continue Ken’s lighthearted legacy
when we know that he is gone from us. But we will try.

"# % & $3$°

On page 8 we have inserted a piece of writing from Adam, Ken’s oldest
son, which we thought summed up a great deal of our thoughts and feel-
ings about Ken and our times now without him.

Thankyou so much Ken for your time, presence and great spirit amongst
us. You will always be part of Borderlands and always be close to us. We
will endeavor to integrate your incredible ‘way of being’ into our works
and interactions at Borderlands, Gandhi library, oases, SPW, Augustine...
safe journey dear friend, safe and peaceful journey...

This may well be the busiest time in Borderlands’ history. Last year we
agreed to work with the Action Learning Action Research Association
(ALARA) to host the 8th ALARA World Congress in Melbourne. The 4
day Congress is set for September 6 —9th 2010 and it’s full steam ahead
for many of us in the Borderlands office space. Hosting this international
event is both exciting and challenging. In true Borderlands style we are
aiming to have the Congress as cooperative and active as possible. On
top of this expansive task, we have many other projects on the go. There
are more people working on projects than ever before and, amazingly,
we are having to knock back requests for Borderlands to submit for ten-
ders. Somehow we are getting the enormous volumes of work ‘done’
while still retaining the space to invite people in to sharing, ‘being with’
and imagining new and not-so-new ways of living and being with each-
other.

But we still have time to do things which need doing but for which there’s
no money... for example, we’re organizing a new series of discussions on
Community Development... yes, we've got the feeling that our local Mel-
bournian/Victorian ‘discourse’ about CD could do with a bit of refreshment
(rather than leave it to governments and philanthropy to do it ‘for’ us...).
Four public discussions are planned, the first one to be ‘led’ by Jim Ife—
well-known ex-academic and CD author who is now engaged with Bor-
derlands and our projects and initiatives in many ways—on the 28th of
April (place to be confirmed...and more information forthcoming; keep
checking our website!!!!)

On another sad/happy note... many of you will remember that another of
our dear friends passed away last year... Cate Kyne left us in April last
year, leaving a very big hole in our band of activist across so many ar-
eas... and in her will she left Borderlands with $20,000 ... I'm sure all of
you can vividly imagine the happy surprise as the cheque arrived... totally
unexpectedly and without ‘warning’... We'll be very careful with that leg-
acy and will use it for those kinds of things Cate would have approved
of... we feel blessed for having and having had so many good friends—
even if we would rather still have the latter group around...

Much love from Mish & Jacques.



Not only do you get to support one of the most down-to-
earth, ecologically healthy, sustainably conscious, social
theory drenched, community focused, participatory /
democratically in-tune and generally wonderful place, you
also get

include:

- Reduced subscription rates to New Community Quarterly
(the only Community Development Journal in Australia)

- Variable discounts on lectures and workshops
- Cheaper rates to oases Breakfasts

Use of Borderlands Spaces for your events, meetings,
chats*

- Broadened borrowing opportunities at the 11,000
volumes (and counting) Borderlands Library.

Now is the time to renew your membership — or become a
brand-shiny-new member of this wonderful independent
network for holistic community activism, sustainability and
action research.

We'd particularly love your membership if you
have been receiving newsletters and correspon-
dence from Borderlands for a wee-while and
haven't yet renewed your membership.

Please help keep Borderlands vibrant and active.

Membership is easy; just fill out the
‘Membership, Shareholders and Subscribers Form’
at the back of this newsletter and send / email it to us at:

borders@borderlands.org.au

Borderlands Cooperative
PO Box 3079,
Auburn VIC 3123.

Social Justice
& Environment
Diary 2010

p Borderlands have just received the forth edition of the People

and Planet Social Justice & Environment Diary for 2010 and
they are just as striking as the previous year. The photos in
this years diaries were selected from close to 1,000 entries
from 31 countries, putting into perspective the direct impacts
of climate change and poverty. The sales of this diary work to
support member organisations in this crucial fight

These amazing diaries are %
(plus postage if they need to be mailed to you)
Call: (03) 9819 3239 or email: borders@borderlands.org.au

for yours
XOXO0.... > 9 @




Graduate School,
Community Learning
& Research Centre

in Integrative and Transformative Studies
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Dear friends,

On behalf of Nora and my brothers, | thank you for the messages of support over the pass-
ing away of my father. It is great to hear from the many people my father has touched over
the years. We have received more than 200 emails over the last three weeks. Many of you
have expressed shock and sadness because it seemed that Ken always came through
every setback and hospital stay, bigger and more energised than ever.

In the four days leading up to his death, my dad was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia, a side effect from the
chemotherapy he had a year ago. He went to the hospital with a severe headache on Monday morning. From there
on, complications developed and he progressively got worse. By Wednesday evening he was under sedation and as
his major organs rapidly began to fail, the doctors informed there was no chance of his improving. He was pain-free
right to the end but worked hard to breathe for a short while. As always, he did not complain and when the specialist
told him they had decided to sedate him to give him a rest, he agreed and then held out his hand to wish him a
Happy New Year as it was New Year's Eve. The doctor appeared a bit taken aback, but for us, that was typical of
dad. The diagnosis was rather sudden as at the start of December, the doctors had told him that he was doing quite
well. So it was rather unfortunate news we received that Monday as we were not expecting him to deteriorate that
rapidly, if at all. My father had fought cancer three times before, each time progressively worse than the last. Ulti-
mately, | believe he knew that he would cross over sooner rather than later and spent a lot of time preparing us for it.

Since being informed in September 2008 by his oncologist that he had about three weeks, he decided to make the
most of the time. In the end, he stretched it out to 15 months. In that time, he joined a theatre group, worked to up-
date the curriculum in Community Development for a university, made soap, chutneys, jam, discovered his hidden
artist and painted on canvas, cards; co-organised a seminar on Aboriginal spirituality and probably much more. He
was on the Board of Directors of an alternative post-graduate school and a few other organisations, taught one se-
mester at Victoria University and managed his Eviction Watch network from home. So you can see, he had a positive
outlook to the end.

We are proud of him and how brave he was with his illness and are grateful for having had him with us.

The funeral service was organised by Jacques Boulet and his colleagues at the Borderlands Cooperative, to which
my father had devoted much of the last 10 years. The service focused on a celebration of his life, rather than mourn
his loss. It was attended by over 250 people. One of dad's friends from East Timor sang a song for him, Jacques,
Hans and Thulsi, Akash (my brother), Lenny (dad's eldest brother), Desmond (dad's second brother), Nicole and
Karen (my cousins) read out eulogies. At the end, a slideshow of his photos and a video clips of dad's recent trip to
the interior to study aboriginal spirituality. The slideshow was accompanied to by a recording of Frank Sinatra's song,
‘I DID IT MY WAY'. Dad loved to sing this song in recent years at family gatherings. Some of the pics included those
from his time with COHRE and ACHR, important parts of dad's life. After all, whatever my dad did, he did it his way.

| could go on talking about my dad to no end, really | could! But suffice it to say, | do wonder where he is right now.
From several religious perspectives, he's probably in heaven. Or from the Buddhist tradition, he's probably
reincarnated back in South East Asia, destined to continue his great work. Heaven has no need for activists anyway.
For me, the latter gives me some peace of mind. We have all been touched by him and our paths will cross once
more.

Once again, | could not thank you more for sending your wishes to us and joining us in celebrating a person who
was so much loved by so many.

Adam Fernandes afernandes@apesma.asn.au

P.S. Ken's facebook page will continue to remain open in order to serve as a memorial site. And we will endeavor to
add photos of him to it as we come across them.




InIntegrative and Transformative Studies
Transforming our future through collaborative thintk purposeful dialogue and mindful action

oases Masters Course

At oases we contend

- that the crises (ecological, spiritual, social,ifoedl) challenging us today require transformedegral practices in
each and everyone of us,

- that the way we perceive the world has importansequences for our actions, values and ways ofjpein

- that we bring our whole lives to work, and

that organisations share responsibility for thagfarmation with individuals
Domg Leadershiifferently

This course is about taking responsibility for dm@pg and using our wisdom, knowledge and skillsesponding to
the situations in which we find ourselves, our oiigations and our societin this pursuitwe are all leaders.. and
this is where leadership needs to think and aéerdifitly. Through each of us recognising our rale,engage with
each other and with the broader community in tlmgkdialogue and actions that really change theseoof the future
~ now. Our program starts from this point ~ the whole pars their whole world. Our learning processesbénae-

spect for each person's uniqueness as well asniéiongof our social commonalityVe focus our attention on becom-

ing increasingly mindful of our daily individual drcollective choices and practice ~ as they hoddkigys for integraf
tion and transformation.

Why choose this course?

We focus on vital questions and issues, and giveebies permission to spend lots of time with th&fe. explore the
context within which problems occur before atteimgpto solve them We discuss the nature of paradigms, includ
our own character and worldviews and perspectivelsassumptions. We are willing to question undepign sys-
tems and their guiding principles, with a view &working our understanding of the systems, ourag®in interact
ing with them, and our options for changing thetarys themselves

ing

This course is foanyone wishing to bring who they are to what theyatsilyone interested in pursuing knowledge

about doing sustainable, sustaining work whilstestaking relevant workplace-based projects those widerstand
that leadership occurs at all levels of an orgditisaand in every avenue of community life anyomenmitted to
understanding the breadth and depth of the wonhiich we live and practice.

The oases Masters course is accredited and pat-tuith leaving points after one year (Grad Cevtp years (Grad
Dip) and on completion of the Masters. Ibiganised as monthly 2 or 3 day workshops.

At the core of the Masters Course is an ongoinggdirative Conversation that continues across theolifthe course
creating a place where participants can debriefemaduate their learningn the first year, four entry units have be
designed to give a base of theory and criticalalisge for all participantdn subsequent years, participants will fog
their efforts on a practical, work-based projeghmrted by the Integrative Conversation and byteleanits from
across our diverse range of offerings (see wehaitd)the ongoing support of academic staff members.

2010 dates are :
(key: S— Sat; SS— Sat & Sun, M- Mon, F- Fri) 2 Minona Stree

Fees for 2010 remain at $5800 (no CPI increase) Hawthorn

Victoria
Feb 26-28 (FSS) August 14-16 (SSM) More information?  Chris Lloyd - 0438 309 37
Mar 26-28 (FSS)  Sep 12-13 (SM) Dr. Jacques Boulet - 03 9819 3239 Chris.Lloyd@oases.edu.
Apr 25-26 (SM) Oct 8-10 (FSS) Jacques.Boulet@oases.edu. g Ministration - 03 9819 350

May 30-31 (SM) Nov 7-8 (SM) Tricia.Hiley@oases.edu.au info@oases.edu.g

June 25-27 (FSS)  Dec 3-5 (FSS)

www.oases.edu.g
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An oases Community Learning Activity $ ((# '$
Community Learning Activities coming soon. pleasleeck our website for further details

www.oases.edu.aor emailinfo@oases.edu.aphone 9819-3502
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Borderlands in conjunction with OASES are offeraginique opportunity to receive teachings froncle Bob
Randall in Uluru on the principles of Kanyini and Aboriginal cukurBob's ability to answer pertingnt
guestions due to his incredible insight into comityjriamily and notions of connectedness will bansforma
tive for anyone wanting to re-align themselves arehte a deeper understanding of the world in whieHive.
Over the five days, Uncle Bob, with great simpliaitill be instructing on aspects of Kanyini whiafciude cont
nections with dreaming, place, family relationshgmsl the spirit. Kanyini and its teaching and siof Abo-
riginal Culture, knowledge and spirituality witH Alustralians and beyond, is an integral part obBwision.

In addition, you will also be taking part in a ppahd movement with immense integrity, towards calfu
counter-flows, a re-alignment of the importancgeisonal spirituality and towards acknowledging)®@0, year$
of Aboriginal knowledge and traditions. He alsoibets that spirituality is the ultimate answer @éganciliation
in Australia.

4

Uncle Bob and Borderlands/oases are very exitecbliaborate again this year to offer this journ®ur first
journey last year with 15 participants was a sus@@th many wanting to return to the Mutitjulu comanity to
keep learning more. The beauty of this courseas ybu can go again and again, deepening your staeling
of Kanyini (connectedness).

With all this said. Please come along..... Placedimited for the course.

Monday 15th of March 2010 7-9pm. I I _
Borderlands—The Augustine Centre—

2 Minona Street Hawthorn (near AUBURN Railway Staton), Victoria.

An Information session has been be organised somget as a group and talk about the event, whidbevcov-
ered and the budget as well as any questions #fgburse. We will be serving refreshments.

Please inform Lara if you are attending this ses8io catering purposes: 9819 3239 Borderlands Coop
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1. Your details 3

Name

Address

Suburb State Postcode

Email address
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Toil with us at Borderlands!

Project work:

This is a general open call to researchers, social workers and community workers (or other appropriately
gualified and experienced people) interested and able to do project work; to seek out potential projects and write
submissions - work with us at Borderlands either singly or as a team.

With Borderlands involvement, supervision and support, 20% of project income goes right back into the
cooperative, so that we can pay the rent, keep computers updated, pay for general office upkeep, sustain the
active work of holistic community activism, sustainability and action research going into the future.

Borderlands is a non-profit cooperative, so if you see potential projects or are thinking about writing a
submission, come join us in a supportive and supervised office - either give us a call or drop in to say hello. New

faces are always welcome.

If you have other skills, knowledge, wisdom, unders tanding, ideas and would like to be a part of Borde  rlands,
please contact us and get involved! Ph: 03 9819 3239 E : borders@borderlands.org.au
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