So, we decided to rent a place above the Victoria Uni. ‘community
hub’ in Nicholson Street so that we can—at last—start working with
the several local Footscray-based organisations and departments and
develop joint projects and make plans about how we would like to
integrate in and with our new chosen community. Promising partnership have already started to open up and we are really looking forward to the ‘relational energy’ Borderlands craves and has to offer
to initiate new and join ongoing projects …
All our electronic connections (phone and email) will stay the same
and we’ll keep the Auburn post office for snail-mail till we will
move to our permanent place—as soon as possible in the new year…
(help us cross fingers for that to happen sooner rather than later…!!!). As we have already let you know months ago, since December 2018 our marvellous library—all boxed-up in over 300 boxes—has been waiting for us in a storage space at Victoria Uni (who
should be really thanked for helping us out well beyond duty!) and
we can’t wait to re-join them and set them up to re-create the welcoming place it used to be in Augustine/Hawthorn…. and to see
them used again for many projects and learning well into the future
(and in spite of the fact that everything now is supposed to be ‘online’…)
So this will be our third move in almost 22 years of precarious, adventuresome but also very fulfilling years of existence… from St
Mark’s in Camberwell (97-2001), via Augustine in Hawthorn (20022019) to Footscray… one could consider it a long-stretched ‘goWest’ kind of movement; we certainly do hope that this move—with
all the promises of meanwhile evolving partnerships—will not just
be a new lease on life, but an exciting and productive move to continue our collective desire to change the world—locally and globally—a bit for the better… And we all know how necessary this is…
For all those years we have tried to stick to our four areas of intended
practice: the development of community, caring for our environment, learning across cultures; and listening to and respecting others’ knowledge… And as we said then and continue to believe now:
human spirit and soul exists and comes about in between all the relationships which make these four intentions possible… So here’s hoping to welcome you soon at Office 43 @ MetroWest Centre—

entry from the corner of Albert and Paisley Streets—upstairs
via escalator or lift… Telephone and email address stay the
same as does our postal address for the time being…
Jacques Boulet for the Borderlands Cooperative Board.
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Finally, it’s happening… Wednesday next week (16th of October),
we’ll be moving to Footscray… and seriously, we really can’t wait
any longer… we have been telling you for months now that it would
all be happening in the ’near’ future and as that future came nearer
and nearer we—sort of—got desperate and wanted to speed it up a
bit…

Office 43 MetroWest Centre

October, 2019

Dear members, shareholders and friends of the Borderlands
Cooperative…

Borderlands Co-operative Ltd.

Footscray (Vic)3011
P.O. Box 3079, Auburn 3123
Victoria AUSTRALIA
(03) 9819 3239 or 9819 3439

Our Program for the next few weeks
Mon. 14 October: Access to our new
space; checking on electronic connections, etc.
Wed. 16 October: moving the furniture—
you’re welcome to pay us a quick visit and
have a peek from mid-afternoon
Thurs. 17 October: all connections should
be back up and we can start receiving
‘housewarming’ visits…
Sometime late-October (time tbc): Informal
welcome event for organisations, networks and individuals @ and around office 43 MetroWest Centre… Borderlands
members invited to come and meet the
(new and old) neighbours
Sometime early-December (place and time
tbc) celebratory launch of our third home
in 22 years… coinciding with our AGM,
we’re hoping to organise a MAJOR usedbook-sale, some (in)formal program with
few speeches and lots of conversation
and fun…. Watch this space for more
news...
Newsletter Deadlines
This newsletter is to inform you of all
the Borderlands happenings.
We need your input!
Please send articles or details of your latest
events etc. (preferably in electronic format) to
the Editor at:
borders@borderlands.org.au

Deadline for the next issue :
15th of November 2019
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New Community

New Community 2019

CALL FOR ARTICLES
Volume 17 #2 Issue 66
Commercialising disability services: NDIS and the community
(now available)
The voices sounding alarm about the impact of the ‘rolling-out’ of the
NDIS ‘system’ have gradually become louder and more anxious… The
issues being aired in public and in publications like Pro Bono News
(probono@probonoaustralia.com.au) may easily being discarded as
‘birthing pains’ and that all will be OK once the full ‘system’ will be
operating… But the more fundamental questions and objections have
certainly not gone away. Apart from the individualistic and ‘atomistic’
approach inherent in the ‘case’ and market approach underlying the
system, the neglect of ‘community’ and ‘relationship’ and of programs
featuring social connectivity and the healing and integrating power of
community is stunning…
Volume 17 #3 Issue 67 (available end October)
Food security is a community issue!
Given climate change and all that, questions associated with food security and how communities and families and individuals will be able to
reach and maintain that security – both in terms of access and quality –
will become timely and urgent. We have included a great variety of
practical and ‘theoretical’ initiatives and attempts to deal with this existential issue, made so much precarious because of climate change and
global heating…
Volume 17 #4 Issue 68 (submissions due early December 2019)
Regional, rural and remote community development: a welcome
return
For many years we reserved the final issue of the year for contributions
dealing with and focussing on the places where about 1/4 of the Australian population live and ‘do’ community living… There are several
networks around the country and we know about university and TAFE
courses and departments and numerous independent initiatives
‘happening’ in these places… and we are now ‘re-starting’ this tradition… so please let us know whether you’d like to contribute or know
of someone who could and would...

IN THIS ISSUE…
P. 1 Editorial
P. 2 News from the New Community
P. 3 Time for Morrison’s ‘quiet Australians’ to roar

It would be lovely if our readers would spread the
news about this journal and help us increase the
number of subscribers…
And please get writing! We need your contributions for this journal to be a true Community
journal.
Article guidelines or requesting a
subscription can be obtained by
contacting us by:
Email: ncq@borderlands.org.au
Facebook: New Community or call
Borderlands: (03) 9819 3239

Borderlands Newsletter
Volume 22 Issue 3— September 2019
Published by Borderlands Cooperative
PO Box 3079, Auburn, 3123
Phone (03) 9819 3239 and 9819 3439
borders@borderlands.org.au
www.borderlands.org.au
Editor: Jacques Boulet
Admin. and other support:
Martha Hills & Lesley Shuttleworth
Please send artwork, articles, letters, poetry,
creative writing, for inclusion in the newsletter.

P. 7-9 Is our PM Scott Morrison Trumplite or a Trump true believer?
P. 10 Climate scientists blast Scott Morrison’s ‘ludicrous’ UN speech
P. 11 Why the Guardian is changing the
language it uses about the environment

P. 4 Refugee Council Of Australia focuses
P. 12 ‘Return to Majaddin’ and other pubon human impact of government policies
lications
P. 13 Free, Fair, and Alive: The Insurgent
P. 5-6 President Trump is at war with the
Power of the Commons
rule of law. This won't end well
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Time for Morrison’s ‘quiet Australians’ to roar
Dr Simon Longstaff Executive Director, The Ethics Centre
https://ethics.org.au/experience/iq2-debate-democracy/
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has attributed his electoral success to the influence of ‘Quiet Australians’. It is an
evocative term that pitches somewhere between that of the ‘silent majority’ and Sir Robert Menzies’ concept of the
‘Forgotten People’. Unfortunately, I think that the phrase will have a limited shelf life because increasing numbers of
Australians are sick of being quiet and unobserved. In the course of the last federal election, I listened to three
mayors being interviewed about the political mood of their rural and regional electorates. They said people would
vote to ensure that their electorates became ‘marginal’. Despite their political differences, they were unanimous in
their belief this was the only way to be noticed. They are the cool tip of a volcano of discontent.

Quiet or invisible?
Put simply, I think that most Australians are not so much ‘quiet’, as ‘invisible’ – unseen by a political class that only
notices those who confer electoral advantage. Thus, the attention given to the marginal seat or the big donor or the
person who can guarantee a favourable headline and so on …
The ‘invisible people’ are fearful and angry. They fear that their jobs will be lost to expert systems and robots. They
fear that, without a job, they will be unable to look after their families. They fear that the country is unprepared to
meet and manage the profound challenges that they know to be coming – and that few in government are willing to
name. They are angry they are held accountable to a higher standard than government ministers or those running
large corporations. They are angry that they will be discarded as the ‘collateral damage’ of progress.
And in many ways, they are right.

Is democracy failing us?
After all, where is the evidence to show that our democracy is consciously crafting a just and orderly transition to a
world in which climate change, technological innovation and new geopolitical realities are reshaping our society.
Will democracy hold in such a world?
By definition, democracy accords a dignity to every citizen – not because they are a ‘customer’ of government, but –
because citizens are the ultimate source of authority. The citizen is supposed to be at the centre of the democratic
state. Their interests should be paramount.
Yet this fundamental ‘promise’ seems to have been broken. The tragedy in all of this is that most politicians are well
intentioned. They really do want to make a positive contribution to their society. Yet, somehow the democratic project is at risk of losing its legitimacy – after which it will almost certainly fail.
In the end, while it’s comforting to whinge about politicians, the media, and so on, the quality of democracy lies in
the hands of the people. We cannot escape our responsibility. Nor can we afford to remain ‘quiet’. Instead, wherever and whoever we may be, let’s roar: We are citizens. We demand to be seen. We will be heard.

News from the Borderlands & Social Developers’ Network partnership
Borderlands manages the community grants program for NED Inc. which is closely allied with the Social Developers Network (SDN) with which we have had a long association.
NED Inc. supports individuals and small organisations by funding projects which align with its broad goals of
building a life-enhancing, inclusive ethos; improving linkages, mutual acceptance and co-operation; maximising our
human potential; steering ourselves effectively and collectively towards a future for our planet, and promoting and
supporting Restorative Practice.
NED Inc. favours programs or projects that: “fall between the cracks” of other funding sources; are not associated with well-established organisations with significant reserves and /or who are capable of raising their own
funds; and are not eligible for funding from government or other sources.
For more information contact Lesley at Borderlands on (03) 9819 3239 Mobile 0428 488 215 or email lesley@borderlands.org.au
(The Social Developers’ Network (SDN) will organise its next national workshop in January 2020…
stay tuned for more news or ring Borderlands at 03 9819 3239)
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Refugee Council Of Australia focuses on human impact of government policies

Highlighting the human impacts of the harshest aspects of Australian refugee policy will be a central focus for the
national advocacy of the Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA) following Saturday’s re-election of the Liberal-National
Coalition government. We will be rallying our supporters and the wider movement to take the case for policy change
to new and re-elected Parliamentarians over the coming three years, emphasising that millions of Australians want
to see an end to policies which cause harm to refugees and people seeking asylum.
In particular, we will be working hard to advance the policy goals outlined in the Platform for Change, developed in
collaboration with the wider refugee movement. This platform draws attention to the pressing need for reform to
Australia’s asylum, offshore processing and detention policies and the positive opportunities offered by a larger and
more responsive Refugee and Humanitarian Program and improved engagement in Asia on refugee protection issues. Last year, we worked with organisations in the refugee sector to set goals for the first six months after the election, under either a Coalition or a Labor government. This week we began reviewing these goals and will work with
sector colleagues in coming weeks to have revised strategies in place before the new Parliament sits. A key part of
our plan will be to build an even stronger movement of Australian citizens ready to speak up. These are very difficult
times for refugees and people seeking asylum, not just in Australia but around the world. We are ready for the challenges ahead and we thank you for your ongoing support, without which none of our work would be possible.

The Refugee Council of Australia is the peak body for around 200 support and advocacy organisations;
its “I CHOOSE HUMANE” pledge campaign continues until September 2019. We are seeking support for
a better approach so we can represent more strongly the pro-refugee voice to government. Below are the
five key policy areas that we must change for Australia to return to a fair, egalitarian nation that will prosper into the future:
•
•
•
•
•

The permanent end to offshore processing
A fair process for claiming asylum
Reform of the immigration detention system
A larger and more responsive Refugee and Humanitarian Program
Australia’s improved engagement in Asia.

And please go to https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser/public/The Apology To the refugees we say sorry as spoken by David Manne from Refugee Legal at the recent Communities in
Control conference organised by our friends from ‘Our Community’ … heartbreaking but absolutely urgent!
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President Trump is at war with the rule of law. This won't end well
Rebecca Solnit in the US and Australian Guardian 11/10/2019
Do Americans still have a government? I do not know. What I do know is that President Trump and the
upper echelons of the executive branch are at war with the legislative branch, the rule of law, the constitution, federal civil servants and the American people. It’s a conflict that pulls in many directions, and if the
president threatened civil war (https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/why-trump-facingimpeachment-warns-of-civil-war) the other day as something that could happen if he doesn’t get his way,
we can regard the ordinary state of things as a low-intensity civil war or a slo-mo coup that’s been going
on from the beginning. Tuesday’s White House refusal to cooperate with the impeachment inquiry only
escalates their defiance and their chaos.
The chaos takes so many forms. Innumerable stories have made it clear that even the president’s own
aides and cabinet members treat him like a captive bear or a person having a psychotic breakdown – like
someone unstable who must be kept from harming himself and others. They have done that by heaping on
the flattery, and by warping and limiting the information he receives, and often by doing their best to prevent his directives from being realized.
The New York Times recently reported (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/01/us/politics/trump-borderwars.html) on a March meeting about the border. According to aides, Trump “suggested that they shoot
migrants in the legs to slow them down”. When he was told that wasn’t allowed, he ordered that the border be closed. That set off a “frenzied week of presidential rages, round-the-clock staff panic and far more
White House turmoil than was known at the time. By the end of the week, the seat-of-the-pants president
had backed off his threat but had retaliated with the beginning of a purge of the aides who had tried to
contain him.”
This is the kind of story we’ve become used to – outrages and viciousness and inanity and all – but it’s
worth reading another way, as a story about a bear lashing out at whatever’s around him and gobbling up
the scraps they feed him while he is still chained to the wall. When we refer to the “president” we really
mean whatever ad hoc group of people with proximity is manipulating him, lying to him, or preventing
him from knowing or doing something. They sometimes prevent harm or illegality. But this is only half
of the administrative “team.” The other half consists of those serving his personal agenda, and in this respect the federal government has become a subsidiary of Trump Incorporated.
William Barr is supposed to be this nation’s attorney general, whose job the Judiciary Act of 1789 defined as “to give his advice and opinion upon questions of law when required by the president of the United States.” But Barr has been bouncing all over the globe pushing the president’s self-serving conspiracy
theories and smears of rival candidates, a stunning violation of his role.
Mike Pompeo, the secretary of state, took an oath to “support and defend the constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic” and has since become one of those enemies in service of
others. He was on the July phone call in which Trump asked the Ukrainian president to investigate
Trump’s potential 2020 rival Joe Biden and discredit the story of the Russian intervention in the 2016
election. The leverage for this request seems to have been the hundreds of millions of dollars of foreign
aid – taxpayer dollars – withheld by President Trump at the time.
The Guardian reported a few days ago that Pompeo “dismissed summonses from Democratic committee
chairmen in the House of Representatives for five current and former state department officials to testify
on the president’s attempts to push Ukraine to dig up dirt on his leading political rival.” And Tuesday,
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Pompeo’s State Department blocked former ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sondland, who’s
implicated in the Ukrainian shakedown, from testifying to Congress, a clear and open obstruction of justice.
The phrase “party over country” has been used to describe Republicans for years, but at this point it’s
more or less puppet over country, because the loyalty is to Trump’s corrupt, delusional, floundering endeavours to keep himself in power and out of trouble with the law. Trump’s own loyalties are to himself,
his profits, and his next political campaign—and perhaps to Vladimir Putin, before whom he grovels regularly, and whose agenda he has served even with this undermining of our relationship with Ukraine and
the search for evidence to exonerate Russia in the 2016 election.
Another unsurprising detail emerged in a recent New York Times story: “In Ukraine, where officials are
wary of offending President Trump, four meandering cases that involve Mr Manafort, Mr Trump’s former campaign chairman, have been effectively frozen by Ukraine’s chief prosecutor. The cases are just
too sensitive for a government deeply reliant on United States financial and military aid, and keenly
aware of Mr Trump’s distaste for” special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation “into possible collusion
between Russia and his campaign.” (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/02/world/europe/ukraine-mueller
-manafort-missiles.html)
So at the top there’s corruption. But down below there’s dismantling and disarray. The Trump administration’s has a habit of firing or sidelining federal employees whose work is politically inconvenient. In
2017, Joel Clement, formerly head of policy analysis at the interior department, wrote about being taken
away from his work on the impact of climate change on Native Alaskans and reassigned to “an unrelated
job in the accounting office that collects royalty checks from fossil fuel companies.” There are numerous
stories like his, of employees doing valuable work told to move across the country to keep their jobs, a
manoeuvre that at best burdens them or renders them ineffectual, but often drives them out of their positions. The country is haemorrhaging people who provide oversight and keep key systems working.

The Federal Election Commission normally has six members and needs four to have a quorum; it is currently at three with no sign of a new appointment in sight. “Without the quorum,” the New York Times
reports, “the FEC can’t investigate complaints, issue opinions, or fine violators.” I didn’t formerly think
of myself as a big fan of rule of law, since those laws have always been applied harshly to the most vulnerable and most marginalized and were often written to embed racism, misogyny, and homophobia into
law. But we now face something worse: the corruption and decay of rule of law in the service of billionaires and misogynistic white supremacists, a system in which the most powerful gain power and shed accountability.
We are entering a period of immense danger in which this self-serving president’s stupidity and ruthlessness could lead to almost anything—and I wrote that sentence before the feckless decision about Syria
and Turkey. Congress will have to stand strong against whatever he unleashes. The fact that we may also
have to rely on a supreme court with two appointments made by this illegitimate president is also alarming.
But we must not lose hope. In addition to the three branches of government, there is an unofficial fourth –
civil society – which must exert itself. The will of the people is both what is at stake when a government
becomes unaccountable and the force that can protect our embattled public interest. Passivity and disengagement got us here; political engagement will get us out.
And now, dear Reader, have a look at the next few pages to better understand why the rest of the
‘Anglo-Sphere’ and especially ‘we’ in Australia should be rather worried too…. (Ed.)
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Is our PM Scott Morrison Trump-lite or a Trump true believer?
Michael Pascoe in The New Daily - 11/10/2019
•
•
•

US President Donald Trump abandons the Kurds to Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Turkey and Scott Morrison is fine with that.
Trump raves ignorantly about China’s developing nation status and Scott Morrison parrots that.
Trump rants at the United Nations about patriots before globalists and Scott Morrison echoes that.

And there was no need for the Australian Prime Minister to do any of the above.
These were not cases of not wanting to offend the febrile American president. Each has been an unnecessary endorsement of Mad King Donald, the stuff of Rupert Murdoch’s Fox News commentators. Even
some hitherto-unshakeable Republican Party Trump supporters have dared to go public to criticise their
president’s tweeted Middle East mayhem and cop the inevitable Trump retaliation and threats. The US military is horrified by its Commander in Chief.
But the Australian Prime Minister only says Trump is being consistent with his intention outlined a year
ago to withdraw troops from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. Trump a year ago also said the Kurds were great
people. “We do get along great with the Kurds. We’re trying to help them a lot. Don’t forget that’s their
territory. We have to help them. I want to help them … They fought with us … they died with us. They died.
We lost tens of thousands of Kurds, died fighting ISIS. They died for us and with us. And for themselves,
they died for themselves,” he said. “But they [are] great people. And we have not forget. We don’t forget. I
don’t forget. What happens, some day later but I can tell you I don’t forget. These are great people.”
So much for whatever Trump says from one tweet to the next.
As for Mr Morrison repeating Trump’s attack on China’s “developing nation” trade status, there was no
upside in it for Australia, only downside in adding to the tension with our most important partner. It is a
fight Trump chooses to have and of stuff-all relevance to us. Indeed, Australia needlessly joined an ignorant
argument. The myth that China gains great advantage from claiming “developing nation” status has been
busted on The Conversation. When international lawyers look at the reality of China’s status: “What’s at
stake? In practical terms, almost nothing. Trump and Morrison are demanding something that would give
them little.”
But don’t let facts get in the way of going all the way with Donald J.
Canberra Times cartoonist David Pope nailed Mr Morrison’s controversial Lowy Institute speech a week
before it was delivered – a Mad Max Fury Road Trump with a Morrison sidekick: “Never mind climate
change, Scotty! The future belongs to patriots who put their tribe first!” “The future does not belong to
globalists, the future belongs to patriots,” Trump declared in his speech to the UN on September 24. A
week later, the Australian PM was decrying “elites”, “negative globalism that coercively seeks to impose a
mandate from an often ill-defined borderless global community” and “unaccountable internationalist
bureaucracy”.
As a middle-order trading nation, Australia has been made rich by surfing the wave of globalisation. It has
much more to gain than most from an international rules-based order. Without quite saying it, Morrison was
seen to be taking a pre-emptive swipe at global pressure for action on climate change. This is the Scott
Morrison who brings a lump of coal into Parliament, tries to mislead the UN on Australia’s climate record
and trots out very Trumpy “fake news” lines: “Criticisms that have been made about Australia are completely false and they’re completely misleading and people have had a prejudiced view. Where do they get
their information from? Maybe they read it.”
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(cont.)
The Prime Minister has his internal party politics to play in pushing coal and running with expensive failed
and failing Abbott-era carbon policy. In playing “Trump-lite”, Morrison has the approval of no less a neoliberal lobbyist than the Institute of Public Affairs policy director Gideon Rozner: “He is following the
@realDonaldTrump playbook: Engage the base, deliver for the middle and ignore the bleating of people
who will never, ever vote for you.”
(A response from a IPA aficionado: “Reactions like this show that @ScottMorrisonMP is on the right
track. He is following the @realDonaldTrump playbook: Engage the base, deliver for the middle and ignore the bleating of people who will never, ever vote for you.” To which Michael Pascoe responds:
(https://twitter.com/MichaelPascoe01/status/1179734196631175168 : Only someone primarily dedicated
to the interests of IPA donors in the top 0.01% or so would claim Trump is delivering for the middle – his
policies overwhelmingly benefitting the very wealthy in a country where the richest 400 billionaires now
enjoy a lower effective tax rate than the working class. But that’s another story.)
Copying successful populist politics is one thing. Going the extra, unnecessary mile for Trump is another.
It is reasonable to wonder why, particularly when it appears to be against Australia’s best interests. It
seems Scott Morrison genuinely likes, respects and hankers after Donald Trump – he’s not just cosying up
to an American president in Australia’s strategic interests. Which in its turn raises the question, why?
Among the minority of Australians who trust Trump – a smaller minority than trust Xi Jinping – there
seem to be four sometimes-overlapping classifications.
•

•

•

•

There are the IPA types, recognising a kindred soul serving the top 0.1% or members of the top
0.1%. Gina Rinehart, Anthony Pratt, the Murdochs – naked self-interest is not the most endearing of
character traits, but is understandable.
Then there are the devoted haters of any and all things “Left” and/or Obama and Clinton. For them,
as long as the Left doesn’t like it, it is great and unmatched wisdom. Trump’s devotion to undoing
Obama’s legacy, even when it’s as dangerous and stupid as ditching the Iran nuclear agreement, is
fine by them.
There are the casual ratbags who admire Trump “shaking things up” without caring about the consequences. He’s colourful, he’s outrageous, he’s entertainment, he’s not like any other president, it’s
fun to watch from afar.
And there are the evangelicals.

I don’t think Scott Morrison fits any of the first three categories. He is a proud and active evangelical,
wearing his particular brand of religion on his sleeve and in office. The evangelicals in turn strongly support the coalition. There are multiple PhD theses to be written about why white evangelicals are hardcore
Trump supporters, given his personal values, “he of the three wives and multiple affairs, and a tendency to
engage in exceedingly un-Christian-like behaviour at the slightest provocation”.

The books are already tumbling out with various theories. More than 81% of white evangelicals voted for
Trump and 73% continue to support him (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/07/books/review/who-is-anevangelical-thomas-s-kidd.html). Among the theories is racism among white American evangelicals. Being
seen as anti-Muslim goes down well. American racism would seem a strange reason for Australian evangelicals to climb aboard, though the anti-Muslim sentiment might not bridle. Scott Morrison strongly denies stories that he suggested capitalising on anti-Muslim sentiment at a 2010 Cabinet meeting
(https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/national/2019/03/20/scott-morrison-anti-muslim-sentiment/). Some at
that
meeting
have
pulled
up
well
short
of
backing
his
denial
(https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/national/2019/03/27/bishop-turnbull-morrison-muslim/) and the stories’
original authors stand by them.
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More comprehensible is the American flavour of the most obvious Australian evangelicals, the prosperity
theology, the tele-preacher style, the certitude of their correctness and divine destiny. At the extreme, it
would be more worrying if there was appeal in the idea of some Americans that Trump is hastening the
Rapture – Armageddon. The brotherhood of Australian and American evangelical belief systems could
carry it. If a large majority of American evangelicals are strong Trump supporters, it doesn’t surprise that
many locals would follow.
It would help explain the mystery of Mr Morrison wanting his Hillsong Church mentor, Brian Houston, to
accompany him to the White House – something so strange or embarrassing to the PM that he refuses to discuss it. It’s “gossip”, up there with “on water”, “Canberra bubble” and “family privacy”.
There’s the mystery of a QAnon conspiracy proponent being a family friend (https://www.theguardian.com/
australia-news/2019/oct/05/qanon-conspiracy-theorist-friends-australian-prime-minister-scott-morrison). It
starts looking more than a little strange – like the Australian PM going much further than he needs to or arguably should with Donald Trump. It looks like Scott Morrison is a true believer in Donald Trump.
Unless you’re one of those four aforementioned types, that is very strange indeed.

From a poster at a Bus station in Adelaide...
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Climate scientists blast Scott Morrison’s ‘ludicrous’ UN speech
[And our apologies that it needs to be about ScoMo again… but he deserves it…]
Samantha Dick
The New Daily 27/09/2019
Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s speech to the United Nations in which he boasted about Australia’s climate policies has been picked apart by leading environmental scientists. Speaking to world leaders in New
York, Mr Morrison said Australia was on track to meet its emissions reduction targets and that it was unlikely he would update them despite this being a requirement by the Paris agreement’s five-yearly review
process. He also accused Australian and international media outlets for “misrepresenting” the country’s
climate change record. (https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/world/2019/09/26/scott-morrison-unitednations/)
But the Climate Council, an independent non-profit organisation aimed at providing accurate climate
change information to the Australian public, has blasted Mr Morrison’s speech as “colossal bullsh-t”.
So what did our prime minister say? And which of his statements have outraged environmental experts?
“Australia is taking real action on climate change and we are getting real results,” Mr Morrison said in
his speech. Climate Council CEO Amanda McKenzie said Mr Morrison’s claims that Australia was doing
enough to combat global warming was “colossal bullsh-t”, and that to suggest otherwise was “ludicrous
and dangerous”. “Over the winter we saw bushfires burning across Australia, while the Amazon rainforest and the Arctic were on fire,” Ms McKenzie said. “A major new report shows that suburbs in Sydney, Perth and Melbourne could experience serious sea level disasters every year on our current trajectory.”

Australia’s Paris target is to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 26 to 28% below 2005 levels by
2030. This is one of the weakest targets among developed countries, says the Climate Council. Australian
Conservation Foundation CEO Kelly O’Shanassy agreed, saying we needed to “triple our 2030 targets if
we are to have a safe future”. “We need to triple our country’s commitments if we are to have any chance
of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees,” Ms O’Shanassy told The New Daily. “The science is very
clear that Australia’s targets are not enough.” Australia’s emissions have risen every year for the past five
years across almost every sector of the economy.
Mr Morrison also claimed that “by 2020, Australia will have overachieved on our Kyoto commitments, reducing our greenhouse gas emissions by 367 million tonnes more than required to meet our 2020 Kyoto
target.” But the Climate Council says Australia’s Kyoto targets were among the weakest in the world, and
that the government’s data proves our emissions are actually increasing. “Australia is responsible for just
1.3 % of global emissions,” Mr Morrison said. “Australia is doing our bit on climate change and we reject
any suggestion to the contrary.” Australia is the 17th largest polluter in the world, ahead of 175 countries.
Ms O’Shanassy said our coal and gas export industry made us the third largest exporter of fossil fuels in
the world behind Russia and Saudi Arabia. She said the government’s support of the coal industry, including backing the controversial Adani coal mine in Queensland, was “negligent” given the need to phase out
coal globally by 2050.
“What our prime minister does is pit climate action versus jobs, and labels anyone who speaks up for a
safe climate future as a radical fringe dweller – including the 300,000 young people who rallied at the Climate Strike,” Ms O’Shanassy said. “It’s offensive to say ‘kids you should just be in school learning’ and
pat them on the head dismissively when your support of coal will risk the lives of these young people.”
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Why the Guardian is changing the language it uses about the environment
From now, house style guide recommends terms such as ‘climate crisis’ and ‘global heating’
The Guardian has updated its style guide (https://www.theguardian.com/info/series/guardian-and-observer
-style-guide) to introduce terms that more accurately describe the environmental crises facing the world.
Instead of “climate change” the preferred terms are “climate emergency, crisis or breakdown” and
“global heating” is favoured over “global warming”, although the original terms are not banned. “We
want to ensure that we are being scientifically precise, while also communicating clearly with readers on
this very important issue,” said the editor-in-chief, Katharine Viner. “The phrase ‘climate change’, for example, sounds rather passive and gentle when what scientists are talking about is a catastrophe for humanity. Increasingly, climate scientists and organisations from the UN to the Met Office are changing
their terminology, and using stronger language to describe the situation we’re in,” she said.
The United Nations secretary general, António Guterres, talked of the “climate crisis” in September, adding: “We face a direct existential threat.” The climate scientist Prof Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, a former
adviser to Angela Merkel, the EU and the pope, also uses “climate crisis”. In December, Prof Richard
Betts, who leads the Met Office’s climate research, said “global heating” was a more accurate term than
“global warming” to describe the changes taking place to the world’s climate. In the political world, UK
MPs recently endorsed the Labour party’s declaration of a “climate emergency”.
The scale of the climate and wildlife crises has been laid bare by two landmark reports from the world’s
scientists. In October, they said carbon emissions must halve by 2030 to avoid even greater risks of
drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of millions of people. In May, global scientists
said human society was in jeopardy from the accelerating annihilation of wildlife and destruction of the
ecosystems that support all life on Earth.
Other terms that have been updated, including the use of “wildlife” rather than “biodiversity”, “fish populations” instead of “fish stocks” and “climate science denier” rather than “climate sceptic”. In September,
the BBC accepted it gets coverage of climate change “wrong too often” and told staff: “You do not need a
‘denier’ to balance the debate.” (https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/07/bbc-we-getclimate-change-coverage-wrong-too-often)
Earlier in May, Greta Thunberg, the Swedish teenager who has inspired school strikes for climate around
the globe, said: “It’s 2019. Can we all now call it what it is: climate breakdown, climate crisis, climate
emergency, ecological breakdown, ecological crisis and ecological emergency?” The update to the
Guardian’s style guide follows the addition of the global carbon dioxide level to the Guardian’s daily
weather pages. “Levels of CO2 in the atmosphere have risen so dramatically – including a measure of
that in our daily weather report is symbolic of what human activity is doing to our climate,” said Viner
in April. “People need reminding that the climate crisis is no longer a future problem – we need to tackle it now, and every day matters.”
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to purchase a copy: borders@borderlands.org.au call 03 9819 3239 or visit us at 2 Minona Street
Hawthorn… It’s a really good read which introduces the reader to a story which is still too often ignored or forgotten in this country!

A place of knowledge about community work &
community management
Anthill brings together the writing of a range of community activists on the local as a focus for social life. It stands in the great
tradition of popular empowerment, where multicultural and
working class communities discover a strength that arises from
solidarity. Anthill points to the pressures that governments
place on communities, seeking to use them as nodes of control
and oppression. This tension, between state power and people
power, marks the pathways that lead to and through the Anthill.
Available from Borderlands for $30.00 including postage.
To purchase a copy: borders@borderlands.org.au call: 03
9819 3239 or visit us at 2 Minona Street Hawthorn.
Alternatively you can purchase online from the resources page
at http://community.borderlands.org.au
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Free, Fair, and Alive: The Insurgent Power of the Commons
David Bollier is an activist, scholar, and blogger who is focused on the commons as a new/old paradigm for re-imagining economics, politics, and culture. He pursues his commons scholarship and activism as Director of the Reinventing the Commons
Program at the Schumacher Center for a New Economics and as cofounder of the Commons Strategies Group, an international
advocacy project. Author of Think Like a Commoner and other books, he blogs at www.Bollier.org, and lives in Amherst, MA.
Silke Helfrich is an independent activist, author, scholar, and speaker. She cofounded the Commons Strategies Group and
Commons-Institute, was former head of the regional office of Heinrich Böll Foundation for Central America, Cuba, and Mexico, and holds degrees in Romance languages/pedagogy and in social sciences. Helfrich is the editor and co-author of several
books on the Commons, and she blogs at www.commons.blog. She lives in Neudenau, Germany.

From co-housing and agroecology to fisheries and open-source everything, people are increasingly using
"commoning" to emancipate themselves from a predatory market-state system. Free, Fair, and
Alive presents a foundational re-thinking of the commons — the self-organised social system that humans
have used for millennia to meet their needs. It offers a compelling vision of a future beyond the dead-end
binary of capitalism versus socialism that has almost brought the world to its knees. Written by two leading commons activists of our time, this guide is a penetrating cultural critique, table-pounding political
treatise, and practical playbook. Highly readable and full of colourful stories, coverage includes:
•
•
•
•

Internal dynamics of commoning
How the commons worldview opens up new possibilities for change
Role of language in reorienting our perceptions and political strategies
Seeing the potential of commoning everywhere.

The Australian Living Peace Museum (ALPM)
ALPM is an online museum presenting Australian narratives of peace-making, non-violent social change
and alternative forms of resistance to war and violence. The ALPM is committed to sound scholarship, a
participatory framework and community-oriented perspectives. The Museum aims to foster a culture of
peace reflecting the multidisciplinary nature of peace efforts made personally by individuals and by organisations past and present. It does so in accord with a range of local, national and international contexts
relating to disarmament, human rights, ecology, reconciliation (including Indigenous responses to colonisation), education and the growth of international humanitarian law. The Australian Living Peace Museum
is a volunteer-led, community based organisation. The Museum is a registered cooperative which meets
on a monthly basis. Membership of the cooperative is open to individuals and organisations
that agree with its aims. The rules of the cooperative including the aims and to make an application
for membership can be found on http://livingpeacemuseum.org.au/ALPM/index.php
The Earthworker Cooperative is strongly
progressing in their mission to establish
renewable energy manufacturing through
community-owned cooperatives
The project is a powerful, positive and unifying
endeavour to:
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•

revitalise & empower local economies

•

address climate change

•

support local manufacturing jobs

•

assist a 'just transition' from fossil fuel to
clean renewable energy while producing
high-quality sustainable products.

Borderlands Cooperative

October, 2019
Borderlands Cooperative:

Being a member of Borderlands is great.

Independent network for holistic
Not only do you get to support one of the most
down-to-earth, ecologically healthy, sustainably
conscious, social theory drenched, community
focused, participatory / democratically in-tune and
generally wonderful place, you also get membership
goodies.
Membership goodies include:
• Reduced subscription rates to New Community
Quarterly (the only Community Development
Journal in Australia)
• Variable discounts on lectures and workshops
• Use of Borderlands Spaces for your events,
meetings, chats*
• Broadened borrowing opportunities at the 14,000
volumes (and counting) Borderlands Library.

community activism, sustainability
and action research
Be a part of a sustainable future!
By making a gift in your will to Borderlands Cooperative you are
sustaining your values and ideals into the future.
Planned financial amounts can be donated for charitable purposes tax-free. And you do not need a great deal of wealth to make
a difference. Every dollar helps to keep this non-profit organization alive and vibrant.
Your will is a very important document – it may be difficult to
think of preparing it now – however, it protects your family and
your assets for the future. A will gives you the opportunity to
decide where your assets and possessions will go and how they
are to be used. Preparing a legal will can potentially remove unnecessary stress, expense, and legal problems in future times.

Now is the time to renew your membership – or
become a brand-shiny-new member (or shareholder)
of this wonderful independent network for holistic
community activism, sustainability and action
research.

However, we believe your will can do even more – it can also be
your legacy, passing on not only physical assets, but also your
values and ideals. A bequest is as simple as it is powerful; with a
few words in your will, you can continue to be an advocate for
community activism, healthy ecologically, sustainability and participatory democracy.

We’d particularly love your membership if you
have been receiving newsletters and
correspondence from Borderlands for a while and
haven’t yet renewed your membership.

A bequest is a gift nominated in your will to one or more nonprofit organizations. Your bequest can take any (or a combination) of the following forms:

Please help keep Borderlands vibrant and active!
Membership is easy; just fill out the
‘Membership, Shareholders and Subscribers Form’ at
the back of this newsletter and send / email it to us!

•
•
•
•
•

Cash
A percentage of the overall value of your estate
Retirement plan or life insurance beneficiary designation
Securities
Personal property (artwork, jewellery, etc.)

Due to the complexity of planned giving, we strongly suggest that
you contact your tax advisor and/or legal advisor to begin the
process. We encourage you to provide us with a copy of the relevant pages of your will, trust, or beneficiary designation form. All
information will be kept in our secure files.

For membership, donations or any other purpose, please contact us:
Borderlands Cooperative
PO Box 3079
Auburn 3123
Tel: 03 9819 3239
or: 03 9819 3439
borders@borderlands.org.au
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Please return your completed form to Borderlands Cooperative, PO Box 3079, AUBURN 3123
1. Your details
Name ___________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________
Suburb ______________________State_______________ Postcode__________

Use this form to
• Become a member, shareholder or subscriber
•

Renew your membership

•

Made a donation

Email address_____________________________________________________________
Phone______________________________ Mobile______________________________
Skills I can contribute

2. Membership/Shareholder. The primary activities of Borderlands are to provide consulting
services, meeting spaces and to contribute to supporting ecological, social and cultural
regeneration and sustainability through collaborative endeavors and critical inquiry.
All members of the Cooperative are required to be active members.
Active membership requires:

•
•

For members payment of annual memberships fees

OR

For shareholders
Participate in at least one activity each financial year such as a meeting, or use the space or other resources of the cooperative
AND/OR

Make a donation to further the activities of the cooperative


I wish to

❑become a member or ❑renew my membership by:

Join
$25 yearly subscription

Payment of membership fee of $_______

$15 concession

❑Purchase of _______ share(s) in the Cooperative at $100 each.
❑Donation of ______________

❑

Total enclosed as cheque or money order _______________________
I would like to receive the newsletter by

(NEW MEMBERS ONLY)

❑ email

❑ post

I agree to become an active member of the cooperative.

Tick
here if you
don’t want to
receive emails
on events or
issues.

Signature _____________________________________ Date __________________

3. Newsletter only I do not wish to become a member or
shareholder but would like to receive the newsletter.
Free by email

❑

$10 by post

For office use only
___________Receipt number
___________Database updated

❑

___________Date filed
Initials _________________
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